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PARTI OF PUERTO RICO, 2S-B. BAUTOGRAM HUGER 6. 

TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BT INSULAR POHCE KAHLT 

THIS MORNING. POHCE ALSO ARRESTING ALL WELL HOW NATIONALISTS 
AND COMMUNISTS. REASON FOR ARREST OF COMMUNISTS OBSCURE. INSULAR 
AUTHOR! TIES APPARENTLY CGN7INCKD OF CONNECTION BETWEEN NATIONALISTS 
AND COMMUNISTS. ALL NOT ARRESTED FOR SPECIFIC PARTI CE PATIOHI B 
VIOLENCE HELD F OR INVE STIGATION. ALREADY ARRESTED ARB 4MP k 



AN ONALIS T . IN ADDITION THRIFTS^ _ 
OTHER NATIONALISTS AND COMMUNISTS ARRESTED INCLUDING ■HMl 
ARRESTS CONTINUING. NO NEWS INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE REPORTED IN 
OVER TW3HTI FOUR HOURS. STREET BLOCKS, TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS AND 
PRESENCE OF NATIONAL GUARDS AND POHCE ALL STitATBGIC LOCATIONS 
SAN JUAN CONTINUE.^ 

[received 10^2-50 7-38 A.M 





Alt ^forltWi/n contained 

JteftElM IS UOTLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHO'/NV)THERWISE. 



UftKS flfltPSffiWWS: 


C q* 





1 


Mi AGENCIES : 


JL„ 


0 


9 > 


Office M.e Ulfl • UNITED S_ ^ OVERNMENT 


oatei^ November 4, 1950 J 
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TO : MR. NICEOIf v V 

from : F. C.. HOLLOMAN 

SUBJECT: 

ailed and wondered if it would be 
possibleffl^gTvf&ni^^n formation from our criminal records 
on Pedro'^Albiz\£ J bampos concerning hi3 incarceration in the 
U. S . Penitentiary at Atlanta , Georgia • , , 



^ was aavisea tnaz rearo aioizu tampos, A 

accordin^zoourAaentifi cation Records , was received at thJ^fLf*^ 
O . S . Penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia, on June 8, 1937, charged 
with conspiracy , sedition , and inciting insurrection, that on V, 
June 4, 1937, Campos was sentenced to six years and was discharged 
by the expiration of his sentence on June 3, 1943. 

This information was I obtained from the criminal record 
for Pedro Albizu Campos, FBI #4232070. 
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The Attorney General 
Director , FBI 


November 3 , 1950 
(m &FVTTTl'A L 


PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS 

CVERTFROk OR DESTRUCTION OF, THE GOVERNMENT 


C Of; z PI* A CT 

I UTERI;. L SECURITY - N 

FBI file 105-11096 


I thought you night be interested in the following 
information concerning the c anti one d individual . 


Pedro Albisu Canpos was bprn on September 13, 1831, 
Barrio Pachuelo Ab; Jo, Ponce , Puerto Rico. Canpos s the 


illegitimate sen of a white Puerto Rican merchant, Alejandro 
Mbisu-Ronero, and a negro woman, Juliana Tempos. He is married 
to Laura Neneees fie albisu Campos, a Peruvian citizen, and as 
a result of this union they have one daughter, Rosa Albisu 
Geneses. Capes with his , anil y at the present time resides 
at 156 c.ol treet, .vert Juan, Puerto Rico. 



Campos is a graduate of - F.arvard Law School* He was 
first elected President of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico 
on Pay 11, 1530 . In 1932 Campos tested brie Nationalist Party T s 
strength at the polls in the general Puerto Riccn elections 
of that year. It was reported tht. t the Notionalist Party re- 
ceived 5,25? out of 36<i,627 votes. Campos, who ran for eralor , 
at large, received only a little over 10,000 votes. Since 1932 
Campos has consistently urged Puerto Ricans to refrain from 
acting in "colonial elections ** as he described elections in 
Puerto Rico . The of ficial aolicy of the Nationalist Party is 
for electoral abstinence on the part of all Puerto Ricans. 

In 1932 the ” Liberating Army of the Republic," which 
has been eff totally and variously designated by National is s 
as the "firry of Liberation, ” the "firry of the Republic," "Cadet ^ 
Corps of the Nationalist Party, 1 * was founded by Canpos, who t/ 
served :s its Cor- under in Chief. This militant section of 
he Nationalist Party established small militias in nany of 
the larger cities arc towns of Puerto Rico in 1935. 



Cn January 6, 1036, Canpos i 
Nationalist Council in which universal 
service was re "paired for all members o 
of Puerto Rico over eighteen, years of 


ssued a decree of the 
o o ■"■pul sort; military 
f the Nationalist »urty 
age for the "irradiate 


\ national defense./ 1 % : apt>d 

=f;. toaMtiamt' 


3 



On July 31, 1996, Campos mat convicted in the 
United State s District Court, San Jitan, Puerto Rico, on a 
three count indictment charging conspiracy to overthrow 
the United States Government by force, conspiracy to incite 
rebellion against the United States, and conspiracy to 
recruit soldiers to fi'ht against the United States „ Ee 
was sentenced to serve six years on the first count and two 
years on both the second and third counts, the s entences to 
run consecutively , The sentences on the second and third 
counts were suspended and Campos was placed on probation to 
begin at the expiration of the six years imposed on the first 
count* Ee began kis sentence on June 7, 1937, at the Federal 
Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia . 


On November 4, 1941, Campos was offered a condi- 
tional release from prison, but he refused to sign the con- 
ditions of agreement for this release and, thus, he served 
his full sentence and was released on June 3, 1943 . 


After his release from orison, Campos went to 
hew York City and entered Columbus Hospital on June 8, 1943, 
to receive treatment for a heart condition an for his left 
arm which he alleged was partly paralyzed . During Campos' 
sojourn in New York, he remained in constant contact with 
leaders of the Nationalist Party in Mew York and Puerto Rico* 


finally on December IS, 1947 , Campos returned to 
Puerto Pico where he again became active in the direction 

Of the Nati onaltst Party • 

Campos' resumption of the position of President 
of the Nationalist Party was formalized by 'the General Assembly 
of the Notionalist Party at Pan Juan, Puerto Pico, on December 1 
r*** - ben Campos was nominated and unanimously elected to that 

position by the Nationalist delegates present . 


Campos was unanimously reelected President of the 
Nationalist Party by Nationalist delegates at the General 
Assembly of the Nationalist Party at Arecibo, Puerto Pico, 


on December 18, 


1049. 


As of recent date it has been reverted that Campos 
is not in good health which has to some extent curtailed his 



On June 5, 1943 , a memorandum captioned "nationalist 
Party of Puerto Bico" was furnished to the Department, summarising 
the activities of Pedro Albixu Campos* On July 14, 1943 , a 
memorandum was submitted to the Department setting forth infor- 
mation reflecting -‘-fcat Campos ooe endeavoring to circumvent the 
terms of his probated sentence* It was pointed out that although 
Campos claimed to be too til to report to- the United States 
robation of 'icer in San Juan, Puerto Rico , officials of Columbus 
Hospital in New York City stated that numerous examinations by 
the doctors of the hospital did not disclose any significant 
physical disabilities * Another memorandum concerning Campos * 
a hysical condition was submitted to the epartnent on September IS, 
1943* 


By memorandum dated February 24, 1944 , the Department 
requested that we intervi etc physicians familiar with the physical 
condition of Campos and a: so make inquiries to determine if he 
was malingering to avoid compliance with his probationer v sen- 
tence. On March 11, 1944 , we furnished the Department the re- 
sults of our investigation in this matter one* requested to be 
advised what further investigation was desired* On April 3, 

19 4, the Department requested further investigation, and the 
results of this investigation were furnish 'd by Bureau mem, or an - 
d ■ d.ted o ril 14, 1 944* 

On April 25, 1944, the Department advised that the 
Attorney General had instructed that no action be taken for ik§ 
tine being which woulc in any way affect the status of Campos* 

On September 1 , 1944, we requested the Department to advise as 
to whether ary action was contemplate c n view of Compos* re- 
fusal to comply with his probationary sentence. Jr. answer to 
this, the department advised on Sent ember 11, 1944, that the 
Criminal Division contemplated no action at that time and stated 
that ’he bureau would be advised of any change. 

On 1'ovember 26, 1945, the Bureau requested, the Depart- 
ment to advise t ' :hct extent it desired the activities of Campos 
followed * f'n February S, 1946, the Department advised that the 
file on Campos was being reviewed and that -:i the cor elusion of 
this review ohe Bureau would be advised as tc the extent Campos' 
ac Hetties should he followed* 

On April 16, 1946, we furnished the Department a summery 
of tha activities of Campos and advised that we were intensifying 
pur invest tg- tion of him* Copies of all reports prepared in con- 
nection with the invesiig Hon o Campos have been furnished to 

1 1 e : i v % a ion o r 9 coords* 





By memorandum dated June 4, 1943 , we furnished 
the Department information contained in the Bureau's ftles 
relative to the collaboration of United States Congressman 
Vito Marcantonio with the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico, 

This memorandum reflected that Marcantonio actively supported 
the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico since the early 1930's 
and that he actively participated in a campaign for the defense 
of Pedro Albisu Campos and seven other individuals who were 
found guilty of conspiracy to overthrow the United States 
Government, Marcantonio petitioned the Director of the United 
States Office of Probation, Washington, I). C,, to allow Cavwos 
and the other leaders to proceed to New York City subsequent 
to their release from United States penitentiaries , 

It was pointed out that Marcantonio was the principal 
speaker at the inauguration of " Pueblos Jfispanos " which was the 
propaganda organ for the New York Chapter of the Nationalist 
Party of Puerto Rico • The following is an excerpt from the 
address giver, by the Congressman on that occas ion : 

" The launching of this paper is the equivalent 
to the arrival of a large assortment of Dianes on 
the battle front •• ,Ve are struggling to defeat 
Imperialism forever, but they are keeping the 
great Don Campos in jail and Puerto Rico in 
shackles . Once blood is let loose for that freedom, 
then we shall have freedom . Viva la iepublica de 
Puerto Hi col" 


In addition to this it was reliably reverted in 1944 
that Uarcantonio was active in behalf of Campos in attempting 
to d revent action against him by the United 6 tates Government 
in view of his refusal to carry out the terms of his probationary 
sentence . He allegedly assured Campos that the President of 
the United states had promised to halt action against him , 
Marcantonio also allegedly told Louis Colsua of the Inter- 
national Labor Defense that steps had been taken so that 
Campos would not be bothered . It ums further alleged that 
some wealthy people who were friends of Larcantonio had helped 
to pay the hospital bills of Cameos, 



Cameos 
Rico a 


Since his return 
has actively headed 
nd on numerous occas 


to Puerto Rico on December 15, 194? , 
the Nationalist Party of Puerto 

i o n s ha s mo d s a v. b lie s~sec fi e s a cl v ocai i ■ 



the ousting of the United States Government from Puerto Rico , 
fhe following two excerpts from speeches of Campos are typical 
of statements made by him. 

On September 23, 1949, at Lares, Puerto Rtco, Campos 

stated t 

"The struggle initiated eight y-one years ago 
against the mother country, Spain, for the 
independence of Puerto Rico , continues • The 
Nationalist Party is going to dynamite the United 
States* It is going to throw out the United states. 

The Yankees have killed many Puerto Ricans . They 
want to destroy us by evil methods and in human 
justice we have the richt to destroy them. The 
right is ours and they are the culprits , The 
time will come in which that right will be exercised. 

Here , the only subversive is the Government of 
the United Rtatee and all its agents . They are the 
ones who want to destroy life. They want to kill 
all of us with diseases, vaccinations, and by 
starvation, Home den they are going to gay with 
their Hues, with their own existence , There ^ 

have been greater empires, than the United Utates-- 
.ore power ful. Today they are ashes. It may be 
that before long the North American plague will 
' be a memory. It my be that this could happen 
within the year— -within two . 

"Cowards arc all alike. The time arrives 
when justice arms the weak, routs the giants. 

■ere will be sung another great Te Deun, e 
shall sing that Te Leum but it has to be preceded 
by a struggle with arms, with all that is necessary 
to obtain the independence of Puerto Rico , 11 

At Utuado, Puerto Pico, on February 23, 1950, Campos 

stated : 


"...that the Yankees do not have the right 
to he the bosses of the people of Puerto Rico.,. 
Valor and dignity only are needed , neither money 
nor arms were. There are arms in the cuartel 
of the oolice. All these arms are yours bought 


1 



'' ith the quarter and half cents the Insular 
Government has c ollected-~also the ar.is of the 
National Guard, all these arms are ours, A 
people full of valor and dignity cannot be 
overcome by an imperialist , He that does not 
wish to die must hide himself; there is nothing 
for those who look for salvation neither in 
arms nor' in money. If you wish tc* be free, 
you must fight for it," 


Albizu Ca. 
violence } 

of Puerto 


A reliable informant reported 
ny os had recently expressed the 
being of the opinion that the 
Pico is being won. 


in Align, 

des ire 
ba ttle 


“ j 

to 

or 


1950 , that 
avoid 

independence 


Another reliable informant reported the t Campos has 
modified is verbal att cks against the Selective Service Act 
and his incitements to violence as a result of friendly legal 
advice . i on to him by Francisco Hernandez Var as, a San Juan 
attorney and friend of Campos, 

At 5:30 A,::, on Hov ember 5, 1950, Camm'oh - r.s taken 
into custody by the Insular Police of Puerto dico. 
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'e Memorandum • united stages government 

November 2. 1950 

DATE: 


tfr. L. Lad] 




Mr. A. H. Belmont#- 

a o 

PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS 

OVERTHROW OR DESTRUCTION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
CONSPIRACY 

INTERNAL SECURITY - N 
Bufile 105-11898 


PURPOSE: 

' V* A 

To answer your inquiry as to what the Bureau did in 
connection with keeping the Department advis ed co n cernin g Camposfl 
failure and refusal to c ~cmoTTf~WVth tKe fer m s~ of his pro bat ion y 
following his~ release from prison in June , 1943 . “ 



DETAILS: 


Campos was convicted on a three-count indictment: 
the first charge "Conspiracy to Overthrow the United States 
Government by Force , " the second charge "Conspir acy to Incite 
Rebellion Against the United States and the third charge 
" Conspiracy to Recruit Soldiers to Fight Against the United 
States. " He was sentenced to serve six years on the first 
count and two years on both the second and third counts. All 
sentences were to run consecutively. The sentences on the 
second and third counts were suspended , and Campos was placed 
on probation beginning at the expiration of the six years impo , 
on the first count. He began his sentence on June 7, 1937 , at 
the Federal Penitentiary , Atlanta, Georgia. 



On November 4, JL9 4J j Campos was offered a con diti onal 
release , but he ref used to s ign the c ondificns of agreement for 
this Tel ease , sc h e served his full sentence and was r el eased 
on June 3, 1943. He was allowed to proceed to New York City , 
although he was supposed to report to the probation officer in 
San Juan , Puerto Rico. 

Several memoranda were furnished to the Department 
during 1943 arid 1944 with reference to Campos * probation. He 
was not obeying iKF terms of his^jprqjbgti_pn and claimed to be 
Poo_iTT 1 6 r ep or i to the probation officer in San Juan. The 
Department requested on April 3, 1944 f that we ascertain Campos' 
pTiysicdl condition. We advised t he Depar t ment concerning the 
diagnosis of several doctors which showed that Campos . was . not 




) 


On September 1, 1944. we requested the Department 
to advise if from. tKe inf ormatl on in i ts' *posses sio n any aciion 
was *.Q c^plJ^wiflThis 

pro bat i on s entffnce . On September 11 , 1944, the Departmen t 
~st at~e d~ that the Criminal. Division advised that no actio n was 
contemplated in this matter at that time and we would be advised 
if any changes were made . 


On September 2, 1944, Governor Tugwell of Puerto Rico 
advised the United States Attorney in San Juan that he had 
recommended to the Department of the Interior that a recommenda- 
tion be made to the Department of Justice that Campos' probationary 
sentence be commuted to the sentence actually served. 

It is further noted that the United States Attorne y 
at San Ju an advis ed that James M. llclnerney, Acting Head of the 
Criminal Division . stated in July. 1944 . that under the Braverman 
decisio n, Campos was gu ilty on only one co n spiracy and not thr ee " 
and , therefore , ike sentence on the "last twocounts was inval i 37 
These 'were the counts on which the pro bati on was based. 

On November 26, 1945 , we requested the Dep ar tment to 
advise „ to what . extent. e s td 'b e " follow ed. 
On February 5, 1946, the D epartmen t adv ised that the file on 
Campos was being reviewed , and .we wou ld' be .advised later of the 
decision of ' fEe ffeparfme n t in this matter. No such advice has been 
r ec e ived, " ” ' - - . 

On April 16, 1948 , we .fu rnished the D epartmen t a memo- 
randum _pf jiff c.en . q&t i vjjfie 8 of Caq i pos . and advis 'Ttf’fKat We''wer e ‘ 

iTf i'ens if y in g o ur inve s tiga tion of him. We_ have furnished the" " 

D i vision of Records with copies of r eportlT on Campos sinc~ e 

1948 as well as prior thereto. " 

l 

ACTION : For your information. 
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lOffke TsAemofandum • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


THE DIRECTOR 


& 


November 3j 1950 


*mjpt*y fy.UZRTO R ICAN SIT UAT TON 

' Comm ent$ ~o~f the President) 



to instructi ons , I had Hr. Roach today deliver 
_ t the White House a copy of ~ the 
fo r the Attorney General ~on PEDRO A . 

b“lC 

_ Wh ile Hr, Roach was discus^n^thi^nev^randum wit I 
. -the Presideni t Rjjsi and 

listening briefly to the conversation stated , " This so un 



In response to the Pres ident 1 s inquiri es 3 Hr, Roach gave him ^ 
a brief rundown nn nampn^^ the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico 3 
its present strength as against the total population of Puerto Rico 
and the recent detention of Campos and his followers by insular 
police. The President was very intereste d in these comments and ^ 
stated he enj o y ed these informal chatSj as the in formation he rece ive $ 

„ ' mS^TTTn ?T '¥rrT£ “nTninn in n ..,n ® nn n >n n»n 7 nn ^ n f 


jj^ /rinp the Cabin e^ ''^el^'ffgf^Ts_norning was on a formal and official 
II Plane, wit h many of the details missing. ~ Jlh 

He commented at this point that Secretary Chapman of Interi or cn 
J had p aid the Bureau a very high compliment i n the Eabin At fiegt i ng Uq V 

I this mornin g j. by statin g that the information we had suppli ed on . ^ 
/ the P u erjgjRi can situati on was very time ly and, u s eful "arid ^ 

perfectly into ihepTcTure ’ s o' far as Trite he e rlfNd ^ 

The President then commente d' upon the editoria l in the Time s - 
Herald this mor ning c rit icising U. S , Government agenci es fo T~a~~"~ 2 2 
lack of i n format io n on ihe’T, nsii rrecti on and the assdssTnation a 

attemp t . He s taied he was not concerned about this 3 as he had S ij 
great confidence in HheYTl , and ihai .from .whaj Hi'torney Gener al £ u 
McGrath had told him~we"hdd kept the Attorney General 3 as 78%TT~ns >- 
the iSe cTeta^ry^of 'Tnterib r ^informed of all' Bevel opmehts T- q 

"" "" T* _T 1 "" 1 *'"% " 1 ° ^ 

the President then i nquired about the Bureau's relations >/ g H 
with Puerto Ri gan o f ficials and i nsu larfrolLi c e. Mr. Roach toldfr a g 
him that we worked very ^cl osely with t he fnsular p olice and our § g 
relat ion ^ w ith the Governor a£e conducted on a very cooperative ^ ^ 
r eciprocal bas is. \ p z 5 
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At one point during the conversation the President inquired 
gbout the work load of the Burea u, in response ~io which Mr. Soach 
told him, that we have at the present time probablu the he aviest 
work load we have had during our entire history , and so far as our 
activities in Puerto R ico are c on cer n e cl ai this time we are working 
around the clock to handle theiwgeTrtmatters presently in existence 
m'b&'hbupting at this point, ed of Mr. Roach if 

. it was not true that we are working a six-day wee k. Mr* Roach 
informed him and the President that we are; that this was necessi- 
tated by the unduly heavy burden we are now carrying. 

After further dis cussion,9tKtt/i who was Present, 
commented to the PfQ§id^n± in a joking manner that Mr. Roach was 
now working for the Mbit e H ouse. The Prqgiden t sm ilea ana stated 
he thought t h is^was ^a^ogod ' TcTea and has always -felt -phg.t an... FB I 
representative should be cl os' ely allied IpTth the JhiteHouse. 


At the conclusion of the inter vi ew, which lasted for approxi- 
mately ten minutes, the President stated he greatly enjoyed this 
informal chat and hoped that one could be had at frequent intervals. 
He asked that his respects be conveyed to you. 


j pnd the President were advised that the Director 

had issued instructions to the San Juan Office several days ago 
to i nterview Pedro Campos. 


‘AC, San Juan 


..ovcmber 


b 




Director, I RI 

C u 

m k •j'x . T-x 

IHr.fiJiA£. SiCUKITT - M 

San Juan file 100-3506 
Puroa-u file 1-0^-11898 


Transmitted herewith for your information Is a copy of the 
report of former SA W. E. hoard dated April <, 19i*0 captioned 
"Pedro Albiau Ca ipos, etJ. al. Irregularities i* the 'J ilted States 
Penitentiary;, Atlanta." j 

cc; *h-v York-attaA^iaat i 


AtMChaant 

JlKdew'^ 


®0RDEii-ar I 'j2^ zJi 

NOV 24 195U 
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Letter to Director 
HE: PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS 

NATIONALIST PARTI OP PUERTO RICO 
INTERNAL SECURITY - N. 


"When yon see Cue a say shell lose his adress and that I mil like have it 
againt 


tfMpuy sister want have a thing I said shell see in Miami it*s a bird that 
- take a cigarette aithJbha-beak I see it in the »£ &-10" Please say me how 
-much it cost for I send you anough to pay for two of them, ' ' 

"I remember the day you take me to the Air Port and say me goodly I feell 
in this moment very sorrow hut perhaps we met some time againt. Salute to 
your father and wife 


^ "lour freind ALVARO R. WALKER" 

^mm^further advised that although he wrote WALKER after having 
received the letter and advised him that hewo^^attempt to secure this bird, 
he as yet has not been able to locate one, ^^m^further advised at this 
time he had no intention of ever securing a bird for WALKER, 


^HJHPftpointed out^that he bec ame acquainted with A. WALKER near 
the end of 191(8 throu^i one^HpHH^^tocperator of a store and employment 
Office on li6th Street, Miami, Florida, He stated that at this time WALKER was 
seeking employmen^al^his agency and attempted to secure a position as an 
tpholsterer«4HHHH^ ta rt'h er stated that during the whole period of time of 
his association with WALKER, he, WALKER, never mentioned anything concerning 
his political affiliations or of any of his associates in Puerto Rico, However, 
it is to be note^^rt WALKER did state that he was a member of "a party" in 
Puerto Rico, ^HHHrmentioned that he had never heard WALKER mention the name 
ALBIZU CAMPOsTwHHIHP was emphatic in his statement that he was never a 
member or beard of the Nationalist Party, 


described A, WALKER as follows: 


Aee 

Height 

Build 

Weight 

Hair 

Complexion 

tyes 

Characteristic 
Marital Status ' 
Former address 


U8-J# years old 

9" 

Thin 

1 h$ lbs, 

black - wavy 

Light brown 

Dark (wears glasses) 

Sunken cheeks 
Divorced 

2 9h9 Northwest U8th Street, 
Miami, Florida 


- 2 - 
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Letter to Director 
RE: PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS 

NATIONALIST PARTY OF PUERTO RICO 
INTERNAL SECURITY - N. 


For t he information of t he San Juan Office, the following is a 
description of \ ~ "" 


Age 

Bom 

Height 

Weight 

tng> 

Characteristic 

Build 

Marital Status 

Arrests 

Complexion 



125 lbs 

Black - kinky 

Brown 

Moustache 

Slender 

Single 

None 

Medium dark 


No further action will be taken by this office in this matter. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


OFFICIAL INDICATED 3 


j Mr. Tolson 
I Mr. Clegg _ 
j Mr. Glavin . 
i Mr. Ladd _ 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen _ 
Mr. Tracy _ 
Mr. Gumea . 
Mr. Harbo _ 
Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Nease _ 
Miss Gandy . 







See Me _ ( )' 

Note and Return ( ) 

For Your Becommendation( ) 

What are the facts? ( ) 

Remarks: f 
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A Warped Life y 

rpHE crazy attempted'assassination 
qfRresident Trufnan is wrapped 
in 4h§ warpedtffe story o f Pedro 
K ' Albizu Campos/ He is head “i mfi" 

P uert o i R to a w N ationalist Party and 
sell-styled president o 1 the republic 
or Puerto Rico. A note sighed by 
' Campos telling him to ^assume 

leadership of the movement” In the 
United States was found on the body 
of Griselo Torresola, the assassin 
who was shot down by police on 
■HKr'IPaH Blair House steps. 

Pedro Albizu Campos was bom in 
Ponce, Puerto Rico, in 1891. His mother, named 
Albizu, was Negress. The father was white or pre- 
dominantly white and was a man of some means. He 
refused to allow the boy to go by the name of Campos. 
Pedro Albizu added it himself when he grew up. 

The boy was unusually bright. Tho he earned a 
few centavos for his mother as a shoe-shine boy at a 
_jtlme when few Puerto Ricans could afford shoes, he 
got an education. The mayor of Ponce took an in- 
terest in him, and sent him to University of Vermont. 
Later he went to Harvard. Racial considerations never 
bothered him in the North, at these colleges, 

j 1I7HEN World War I broke out, Pedro Albizu Campos 


stand, on Independence too weak. In 1922 he organiz 
his own Nationalist Party as a radical group, iaswH 
complete independence from the United States 1 
Puerto Rico. 


years. Then for two years, from "1927 to 
toured Latin America to preach independence.'® 1930 
he was proclaimed “president” of the party. Th the 
1932 elections his party got only 5000 votes out ot 
384,000 cast. 

He became Involved in a half-dozen violent upris- 
ings. He led a march on the San Juan capital in. 
April, 1932, to force the senate to adopt his Nationalist 
Party flag as "the emblem of Puerto Rico. The stairs 
collapsed from the weight 01 the mob and many ifeere 
Injured. * \ 

In 1935 it was the Rio Piedras massacre. Four 
Nationalists, one policeman and a bystander ^were 
killed. The same year there were six bombings at- 
tributed to the Nationalists. 

In February, 1936, Col. Riggs of the U. S. Army, 
then chief dl insular police, was killed. The assassi- 
nation was said to have resulted from a Nationalist 
pledge made after the Rio Piedras massacre. 

F April, 1936, Albizu Campos was arrested and 
charged with conspiracy to overthrow the govern* 


enlisted in the U. S. Army, went to officers’ mepti r f eruit soldiers and incite rebellion agaihst the 


I training camp and came out a first lieutenant- United St 

j “Hie Army, however, classed him as colored or mu- sentenced 
I latto. Instead of sending him to Germany, he was attorneys 


United States. He was convicted in July, appealed, 
sentenced again in June, 1937. One of his defense 

«o Panama with a labor b.ttol.om Ha i.rvod 

v, War J? comrna ! ld of colored troops that dug Albizu Campos served six years of a 10-year sen- 
etches. That experience is believed to have warped tence ta the ^ S prison at Atlanta. Paroled in 1943, 


he went to New York, where he immediately made 
i honorable dis- contact with Marcantonio and Earl Browder, 
ack to Harvard Because he was on parole, Albizu Campos had to 


n his law degree in 1921. That year he married « ta y JP the United States until 1947. When he i 


Ur 5 ^ Party, left It abruptly because he thought its to the draft, and similar activities. 


enclose 
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Date typed 11/15/50 


Q 

PSBRQ ALBIZl 


VJ1AMP0S 


Albtxu Campos has been President sf the Xa+ianalixt 
Party of Puerto Rico ( RPPR ) since May, 2930* Be had been 
active in the Party for more than five years prior to that 
date , As President of the BFPB, he has acquired the 
stature of a demigod in the eyes of his followers. 


Be was born on September 13, 1892, in Ponoe , Puerto 
Rico, an illegitimate child , lie holds a law degree from, 
Harvard University , His most recent residence was at 1IPPB 
Headquarters, San Juan , He is said to be in poor health , 


.9 
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The HPPS program as espoused by Albtsu Campos calls 

for complete independenoe for Puerto Rico and withdrawal 

of the * Yankee invaders* from the Island , His tactioo y*r 

for carrying out this orogram are manifested in the 2^ 

formation in 1932 of the NPPR's military organisation, rn Ri 
in his demands that his followers abstain from opting, 
and in hie many public utterances which are characterised 
by intense hatred of the United States and incitation to 
violence , Albixu Campos and other HPPR leaders were 
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convicted in Federal Court in San Juan on July 51, 1936, £2 trg ~ 


for conspiring to overthrow by force the Government of 
the United States , 2/e served six years in the Atlanta 
Penitentiary and an additional four years on probation 
in Hew York City, 




Since his return to Puerto Rico in December, 1947, 
his rrogram and tactics have continued unchanged. 


BF w §s 
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Griselio Torresola and Oscar Collazo, the two persons j 
who attempted to assassinate the President on Bovember 1, 

1950, were both regarded by Alb isu Campos as loyal HPPR 
members, Torresola had in his possession when he was 
hilled two communications from Albtxu Campos, The latter 
has refused to comment on his connection , if any, with -s ,r 

the attempted assassination, ^ | 

likewise Albizu Campos hasaJf&Ftmz M t0 c 
his responsibility for the recent disorder in 

One verson who was arrested for violence at Areci 
Puerto Pico , on October 39, *1350, has stated he was told by 
his h '-T . leaser that the order for violence car; c from Pedro 
Alb isu Car.no s, 

( 105-11098 , Sec. 1, Serials 114, 163 ,194. 203; 90- 2? ; 

11/8 '50 TT from San Juan Re HPPR; 11/3/50 San Juan Reports 
Re Cschr Collazo, Griselio Torresola ) 

GEG : bje , ema,lae -| <?^* ''Summary for brief on NPPR prepared Nowm^er 

C ° “ ' /9 


1950 

er 68 Rico, 
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On October 99, 1930, during the attack upon the 
Governor* » ma net on In San Juan, Insular Polio* » bore 
dispatcher % *• Albimt Ctmoo* residence tn Mpm head- 
quarter* there, Albion Campos woe seen to throw two 
metal , boot* at the polio* ear* This woe fell 0*04 bp 
more bomb* and gunfire from MPJFB headquarter* during 
which Albim Coupon was seen firing a gun * Thereafter 
intermittent gunfire wae eofobanged between polio* end 
pereona inaid* the headquarter** On November M, 1930 , 
a warrant for Albimt Campos 1 arrest wae obtained and he 
ultimately me subdued mth the aid of tear gee, A 
search of hie residence on November 8, 1930, yielded nine 
bomb*, firm arm* and ammunition* 

Sweep* for the period of his imprisonment Albieu 
Campos has been investigated since February, 193$, as 
an ^Internal Security - M m subject and for conspiring 
to overthrow the Government » This case is pending and 
Albieu Campoe to the oubjoot of a security indew card . 

Jn addition, between December , 1938, and March, 1940 , 
the Bureau investigated but did not substantiate 
allegations that Albisu Campos was snuggling messages 
out of the Atlanta penitentiary • 




Director, FBI 


Janttaxy 17, 1451 




k% too request of < 


^tnntiare* — ™ 
^VdWf interviewed 


tps^tAry. 

MflHlsaid that during the tire he was in the B. 3. Fbnitentiary ah 
Atlanta. Georgia, be observed the associates of BROWDER sad CAHpdS in 
iiwtltastloBM Us said there was an organisation of persons who appear e d to he 
gathering i3rfone|^te» for frenanittal outside the jieltaatl«igr) te heed df 
this erevMN* a vinh asevad 10023, the foresr lice Prssidewt of the Puerto Mem* } 
Coreitftist ttOftarj and *lao readers sere a high Hedt^ng «eveA ef#i)^r v^ ts i 
Serving tire, and an eld Jewish nan cut of Kre Orlaaea sbo w«« in; betel «» 
business prior to eon 'fiction, and who is ewploywd to the prison^ braXT>^ 
does not know the mass of other individuals in this group. 000 a tatted i»t 
the information oonoeming axis organiMtltmo^ld b^rarl fied through other 

* ‘3 sho base been at KVlMj^^^^^K000fmi00/00j^no» cells in 

at leavemorth, *^0/000000™°**^ cells a^jBBP- at Leaven worth . | 
laid he has discussed the group's activities wl th^f^pandj^gg^and 
that they are silling to giro any -iafereatton ip thair posses a ion. 

dM)advlsed that there was a \srom sloth bespd- Atlaa^uorifca^Dfng m 
of the Drlted States sad the separate states, which had besft arfled hfr » 
of the grvnpj that he has seen the Atlas' and at least tan spots fa the tf. 3.' f* 
hare been narked shore railroad Junctions night be out. fta said that the various* 
loo»tio»a In which the group is Interested, drw narked with various colored r 
pencils and with nuacbers and letters. 8* believes that these narking ft sre used £ 
as a cods when lnforaation is transmitted outside of the penitentiary. Be was 
of tie opirdoTi that the center of the activities of the group to which those 
Innate* belong is arouad Omaha, Xahraska, which place has m important part in 
their oonrersatiors and their sarking* on the nap. 

of the opinion that information was sent to the group iron 
^ .tnii i Si^ gbr' Chicago ^^rJcTlnff . In . tha Personal 



_ Id that rewfeere cib th® 
coning in con cern ing read ous railroad center _ 

Interest, and believes that as a result of the information gathered, 
able to transmit information to someone on the outside. 


fpfy 4^; **6** *, 7m 

latex ■ 


r ts fd di i vtl qa: 

iges' and ethe^. I 





vj *. 

H MAR : 7 1951 


cc: Atlanta | 


**r* 




7 


Hroctor, FHT 



. v v . - ‘ ; . . - * *"T ' 

•■r* ^(^further advised 

prtacftei# mho «jn fly 
IndivtduiXs tfaaVhe canid 

of an individual to contact wSm KTfhi out# B« 
pilot wife,.*** ssrrlag time in Atlanta* had besa propositi 
and po**l%r was g£«*n tha naas of tb* fmrsctj W contact *fa«n 
pilots w*xi to fly pianos to ttexloo al tar the planaawwre 
tha group. 8a bclirw# U*tflM0^could J**»ibly gim 
tha lndivid uals on the ou Ulde who warn to secure tha pianos 
operate* Taspa* Florida, andl 

in T** pa* Fl< 

^flP^a^pUinad that ho could not give mors specific l^fhraatloft lh 
ha was marly inoorrigihlo while inasroefeted at Atlanta and that . 
of tbo tin ha Halt that a lot of tha talk ha hoard mi Just a lot 
talk. Bo sald^hat ho w ould gir o any in format ion Miiob would be " 
bo lie-wad thal^HH^ «nd^BB(^would also bo willing to help in 
Inaswuoh as ho had discussed it with the® and they are also of the 
tore i* n organisation which nay be a part of the Communist Party 
the penitentiary at Atlanta. 

|j according to the U3P records, was received at USP, 
r he was tr ansferred to 03 P, Leavenworth, f ‘ 
i the iUetera District off 

^eligible for. o«3diti<mali 

aad his fu ll tom aspires W A de tainer has boon plac ed agaiaaAj-lu--. 

^HHPrby tha Stats Patrol Su|wrnsorJH^MHB|pH^ Bis record indiosta 
that sines his transfer to Lea TWnrorth^^^^essedj^Acomp^t* about fact, has 
furthered his education, and is new other 

prisoners. 

flHMhppsars to be a in core In his desire to be of a»$st«nc* to tha 
Bureau an^Brxs for nothing in return. Ha said that while living in b*r peni- 
tentiary be would ordinarily not divulge information, but felt that it was his 
dwtgfii «d$A»eh.dm to existing world conditions to furnish this information 
'• " ' Vbe .b^s^iiay ha. ctfbmlsae*, 

" :V '«■#& ’ J 

not he inte: 

A eoiy of this letter is being forwarded the Atlanta Division 
informational purposes. A' 1 ; 




wilXH eenductsd* 
the flwcaau. 
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supported by fingerprint* i 

Notice. 






UNIT ^ STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jl^ICE „ 
fIberal bureau of investigation^ 

WASHINGTON JS, D. C. 


The following is the record of FBI number 


h 232 070 




E AND NUMBER 


Alta*: F, AlMxu Cantos 


’jjiio follosrtng is th© Oeacrlptiori 


of this Individual 


alppsaring aa print # 51296 , T?SP, ktlanta, Ca: 


Color, P.S. j rsal< 
c ccnpaticn, lawyer; b| 
c aaplsxien , It. choo. 
syes, Sark brown; -ae 
1 : lack, SG and SB; buljL< 
drreg. cut soar and su 
ear. scar 3 rd it. R rr 


e; dst® of 

tirthplace , 
height 
it, 140 
Ksdisaij 
tar. scar 
bag outer. 


-to 


birth, 9-20-91 or 9-12-1891; 
Ponce, Puerto Bleo; | 
foot 8 inches ; 
pounds; hair, 

scars and is&rka, 
fcswjfesad. 


^ho foil coring is the 
c f th® above subject :| 


jfingorprini classification 


17 


15 S 

29 R 


orx 

oro 16 


31 15 31 
29 31 31 


photograph cf the at 
in -ilia files of tho “ 


ifbova sPhjo^t is availablo 
:*san. 


This individual nay as identical vith Bursaw 

no m-rm. 


Vm reply to a n» 
(iftfloe a Con of this 
.dsntlenl with th* 

’ be Bureau Field vlri 


dated Jaj 


19 , 1945 from the 
Uhed that off! 
who* they laa 1 
showed tt|e foUcsrlag caption! 


raw 09 19, 1945 
l **k Kraished 1 


eab#ect eetwerning 


Hew Tor* 
.ce as 
:Ulred. 


’nmosajd® parti oif Basso bxod, 
86 , XS - 3 


Tie following inform 
lent and Inv. , San ' 


.tiou a] 

Pu»rfec| 




3 C- Division Five 

Re; Security Matter 


^President of the Rationalist 


on print # 263226 , 
Blco: 

Party in Puerto Rico 


Bu. of Cri*. 


1 e»*A 2 of this 
Puerto Bloc Office an) 
received fma Jo of C: 


requested 
ria Ident. 


being furnished to 
Jon the current 
and Inv, San Juan, 


ta» 

fingerprint 


Pujsrto 


card 

Rico, 


pported by fingerprints in FBI files. u. s. G 

Notice. — This Record is furnished for official use only 
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FD-122 

(10-19-49) 


Office Memorandum • united states government 




. DIRECTOR, FBI 

■j SAC, SAN JUAN 

■: PEDRO^VLBIZCJ^AKPOS 
SECURITY MATTER - N 
(Bufile ia§*©H89S) 


Cart DATBs 1-30-51 




It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned Individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


mm is mum® 




RACE 


. natur2lized_ 


COMMUNIST 


. SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY_ 


_inMpendenlsocia^t league^ 


MISCELLANEOUS ( Specify )_ 

TAB FOR DETCGM 

DATE OF BIRTH 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


PLACE OF BIRTH 




RESIDENCE ADDRESS District Jail. San Juan r Ptiert-n Rir> 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address).. 




NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 
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jfirfteral Surratt of Investigation 
United States Separtment of dustier 

Poet Office Box 4312 
San Juan 21, Puerto Rico 
January 24, 1951 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


Dear Mr. Hoover t 



- /-/ 


The enclosed article on PEDRO AlBIgP .CAMPUS, President ' 
of the Nationalist Party of Pue r t o' R*ico , ” was - pre pa re a by a friend 
of ours. Bill O'Reilly. It is an excellent analysis of ALBIHJ, 
and I thought you would enjoy reading it. 

As is evident from the article, O’Reilly jJstff^ealjl^ ! ■ 
Pderto Rico a great many years and has an excellent knowledge am 
understanding of the Puerto Rican character, if there is such a 
thing, as well as of those events over a long period of time 
which have characterized the development of this IsT&nd socially, 
economically, and politically. i. 


9< ! ALL INFORMATION DOMED 

f herein is unclassified 

* « DATE-dajfll. AVa^a eL‘ 


Sincerely yours. 



A. C. Schlenker 
Special Agent in Charge 

. C llhb.t Jfc 


s 
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PALABRAS NEIGHBORS 


^APOTHEOSIS OF HATE 


San Juan, Puerto Rico 


Vol. V, No. 1 


"The sniping tactics of the Irish Republican Party 
can't be used in Puerto Rico. This type of vio- 
lence is repugnant to the Puerto Rican character." 
Pedro Albizu Campos, president of the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, now in prison 
awaiting trial for attempting to overthrow the Puerto Rican government by force, 
said this to me in our first conversation twenty years ago. 


As I stood with four or five reporters at the corner of Cruz and Luna Streets, San 
Juan, for two long hours from one a.m. to 3:20 a.m., Thursday, November 2, 1950, while 
a force of policemen and National Guardsmen, armed with rifles, sub-machine guns 
and tear bombs, waited for the zero hour when they would assault the darkened, two- 
story house a block away where the Nationalist president was preparing, some of the 
reporters believed, to meet his death in a last desperate stand, the words he spoke 
in our first meeting seemed freighted with tragic irony. Unknowingly he had pro- 
nounced doom on himself and a small reckless following that blindly obeyed the dic- 
tates of his malevolent megalomania. 

Albizu did not choose to make the two-story house in a squalid section of the city a 
Nationalist Alamo. A couple of minutes after a second tear bomb had shattered the 
quietude of a sleeping town a newspaper photographer hurried down from the upper 
corner and told us, "Albizu came out, gave himself up." He had hoisted a towel on a 
broomstick as a sign of surrender. Temporarily blinded by the tear gas he stumbled 
out, led by his young bodyguard, his only companion in the besieged house. 


My state of mind, in the two hours at a street corner, where sudden death might lurk 
(the police urged us to keep in the doorways lest a stray bullet get one of us), dis- 
qualifies me from sneering at the lack of heroism shown by Pedro Albizu Campos. When 
the first terrific blast came, I resolved that from then on I'd get the thrills of 
a perilous moment vicariously at a gangster picture in the movies. 


I met Albizu Campos by appointment in San Juan one afternoon in April 1930 and we 
went to my home in Santurce and talked on the porch for nearly four hours. The only 
interruptions being when my wife replenished our coffee cups with freshly made cafe 
negro . I had sought this appointment. At the time I was correspondent for an Ameri- 
can newspaper and a wire service. I was also in the English Department of the Uni- 
versity of Puerto Rico. And for our Independent ista students, don Pedro, as everyone 
called him, was an anointed figure, dedicated to the Sacred Idea (independence). 

They credited him with vast erudition in law and history, a brilliant mind, unsullied 
patriotism, and overpowering eloquence. I was disappointed at first in his unimpres- 
sive, even unattractive, appearance. Of middle height or under, a narrow chest, 
stooped shoulders, his brown skin drawn tightly over high cheek bones, a skimpy but 
iV^ gf iVtiCTy t JtVre' i 1 fl y. Sy pH - Yet almost imm ediately I felt his genial warmth 
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and, at the same time, an arrogance that expressed itself in a dogmatism that tolerated 
no disagreement. It was this quality that gave him leadership over youth but lost it 
as youth matured. 

We first talked of our Alma Mater, Harvard. He delighted me with his ac cotints of how, 
when in Harvard College, he organized and addressed a student meeting in favor of the 
Irish Republic of 1916. I am sure that he gave perfidious Albion a tongue-lashing 
that satisfied the anglo-phobia of the Boston Irish. 

He gave me a full exposition of his Nationalist doctrine or ideology. It struck me 
at the time as a flimsy structure but it had a tinsel flitter that dazzled his youth- 
ful following. It ran thus:- The acquisition of Puerto Rico by the Unitfed' States from 
Spain under the Treaty of Paris, ending the Spanish -American War, was a violation of 
international law, since the Paris Treaty was not submitted to representatives of 
Puerto Rico for their approval, which, Albizu Campos contended, was. required by the 
Spanish Autonomy Act of 1897. As a consequence of the failure to comply with the 
Autonomy Act, the United States came to Puerto Rico and remains here as a military 
usurper and the Island must be freed from imperialistic rule. Albizu said there were 
three ways of battling the usurping government: first, Gandhi's civil disobedience 

program, but this, the Puerto Rican Nationalist felt, did not lend itself to the 
Insular temperament; second, the Irish Republican Army's sniping, which as noted above, 
he ruled out; the third, and for him the preferred course, was to take the Puerto 
Rican case to the League of Nations Assembly in Geneva and persuade the League to order 
the United States to get out of Puerto Rico. Of course, a program in which the orator 
played the role of savior of his country was most alluring to the megalomania of the 
Nationalist chief. Surely he had visions of overwhelming the Assembly with hi6 elo- 
quence and his learning. 

I told him at once that I conceded his right to preach his nationalist doctrine but 
asked him why he made hatred of the American government and the American people so im- 
portant in his program. His speeches were loaded with vituperation, vilification, 
grotesque distortions about everything which concerned the people and the government of 
the United States. His explanation of his unceasing hymn of hate was that to create 
and foster a sentiment of nationality the oppressed must learn to hate the oppressor. 
After all, greater men than Pedro Albizu Campos have used this revolutionary technique. 
Tom Paine strove to arouse implacable animosity in the Colonies against the British 
government and especially against George III "the brute of Britain". But, because the 
Puerto Rican Nationalist leader had so little to go on to substantiate his charges of 
a degraded despotism under Yankee rule, he had to resort to the wildest fabrications. 

For instance, time and again his piercing voice, ladened with venom, reiterated that 
the American Government with the aid of American medics was engaged in a campaign to 
exterminate the Puerto Rican people — sterilizing the women and injecting disease germs 
into the men. Since the Island's population in 1898, at the beginning of American rule, 
was 900,000 and is now two and a quarter millions, it looks as if Americans were wash- 
outs as exterminators. 

But while he made "el imperialismo yanqui" responsible for hideous atrocities in Puerto 
Rico, he frequently displayed affable friendliness toward individual Americans. Often 
with a few continental American colleagues from the University of Puerto Rico I sat 
drinking coffee with him in San Juan restaurants. We addressed him deferentially as 
don Pedro and he told us of his life at Harvard. I think it tickled his vanity to have 
Yankees listening, to him attentively. 

Albizu, in group discussions, although seldom in the speeches, depicted Puerto Rico as 
a Latin, Catholic community under the heel of an Anglo-Saxon, Protestant nation — the 
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United States. For a Nationalist »catholicism vas a racial badge, differentiating them 
from the Protestant north. On Nationalist holidays Albizu and hie following usually 
began their celebration by attending mass in the San Juan Cathedral. However, in recent 
years the Nationalist chief has at times severely critized the Catholic bishops of 
Puerto Rico, attacking them as instruments of American imperialism. Since Puerto Rico 
became a part of the United States, the bishops of the two Catholic dioceses, San Juan 
and Ponce, have always been continental Americans. 

During the talk on my porch my children, Pat and Mike, aged five and two, came out. 

He called them to him, put a caressing hand on the head of each, chatted with them 
they looked with trustful liking into his dark, smiling face. 

After he finished his explanation of the Nationalist doctrine Albizu spoke of his diffi- 
culties in getting into the Army at the beginning of World War I. He had his military 
training with the Harvard Unit and registered for the draft in Cambridge. He said that 
when he was called he made it a condition of serving in the Army that he was not to be 
used in an occupation force in any Latin American country. I wonder what the Army's 
reaction was to a recruit imposing terms on the High Command. However he sought and 
was allowed to transfer to Puerto Rico where he felt sure no color line would be drawn 
in Camp Las Casas. On his return to Puerto Rico in 1917 after getting his A.B. he was 
quickly disillusioned. There was a Negro regiment, the 375th. As spokesman for a 
group of young colored men from Ponce, Albizu interviewed a Col. Orville Townsend, the 
C.O. in Puerto Rico, about their chances of going to an officers' training caaq>. "I 
saw at once that the colonel was hostile to me because I am a man of mixed race." He 
includes Indians as well as white and negro in his racial heritage and his high cheek 
bones seem to substantiate the claim, although there's very little Indian strain in the 
Puerto Rican. Colonel Townsend told Albizu and his friends to go home and wait until 
they were notified. In Albizu 's case the notification was an order to report to Camp 
Las Casas as an enlisted man, despite his Harvard Unit training under French officers. 
Later he was admitted to an officers' training camp, came out with a commission, was a 
first lieutenant in the 375th regiment when he was discharged in January 1919* I've 
been told he was an efficient officer. 

At Harvard he met and married a Peruvian girl Laura Meneses who was studying chemistry 
in Radcliffe, Harvard Women's Annex. Later when her husband was in Atlanta prison, 
doECa Laura went to Perfr where she stirred up resentment against the United States while 
the second World War was going on. 

After the first World War Albizu began the publication of a weekly paper advocating 
immediate independence for Puerto Rico. 

In 1927-28 he visited eleven Latin American countries preaching Puerto Rico's right 
to be an independent republic and doing his best to stimulate South American hatred 
and suspicion of "el coloso del norte". 

In July 1930 he was elected President of the Nationalist Party and in a two-year 
campaign tried to sell the voters on his appeal to the League of Nations thesis. He 
spoke a number of times at the University of Puerto Rico. At a student assembly he 
was elected spiritual father of the University youth, a sort of lay canonization. Many 
people all over the Island, who considered his political ideas fantastic, paid tribute 
to his sincerity and his high-minded if misguided patriotism. 

Thronged plazas cheered him, listened to his speeches long into the night (Albizu is 
relatively laconic when he keeps a speech down to two hours). The enthusiasm he in- 
voked convinced him that he had a strong following and he decided that the Nationalist 
Party would, for the first time in its history (and also for the last time), partici- 
pate in the elections. He spoke night after night and ”.'Que viva don Pedro Albizu 





Campos!" resounded in most Island towns. At the polls he found that cheers do not„mean 
votes. Nationalist candidates got a little over one percent of the total vote. Albizu, 
running ahead of his ticket, received about two percent. 

This complete rejection by the electorate humiliated him and embittered him. He 
recognized the futility of his appeal to the Geneva proposal. He turned more and more 
toward direct action, organized his republican cadets and the army .of liberation, opened 
recruiting stations calling for volunteers or money contributions to buy arms. I saw 
one in San Juan months before the murder of Colonel E. Francis Riggs. 

To supplement or supplant the hazily academic doctrine of American violation of inter- 
national law in ruling Puerto Rico he now produced something much glossier — a Republic 
of Puerto Rico that was a going concern, had been in existence since it was proclaimed 
by the leaders of the twenty-four hour uprising known as "El Grito de Lares" in 1868. 
True, Spain ruled here for thirty years after the Lares revolt and then in 1898 the 
United States took over but, however rulers might change, evidently Albizu' s Republic, 
brook-like, went on forever. The Nationalist president dated all his statements and 
decrees in the Year of the Republic, using 1868 as the starting point. In the press 
and over the radio he addressed himself ito "la nacidn puertorriquena" . The Republic 
to which he demanded fealty had, of course, no more reality than Anthony Hope's Ruri- 
tania, George Barr McCutcheon's Graustark or Sir Thomas Moore's Utopia. 

The growing coldness of the University student body toward the Nationalist leader and 
his cause, after the overwhelming rejection by the voters in 1932, pained and enraged 
Albizu. He withdrew from San Juan to live in the little town of Aguas Buenas where 
from time to time he met the high command of the army of liberation and the heads of 
state of the "Republic". 

In October 1935 on two successive Sunday^ he went on the air to berate the students, 
men and women, for their shortcomings. In his first broadcast he upbraided the coeds 
for abandoning the traditions and standards of Puerto Rican womanhood and aping Ameri- 
can women — smoking, drinking, going out with their beaux unchaperoned. The following 
Sunday he excoriated male students for their lack of robust patriotism and climaxed 
his address by calling them, "effeminate". This slur on their masculinity was more than 
the boys could stand. They decided to call a student assembly and remove Albizu from 
his post as spiritual father of University youth — decanonizing him. When Albizu 's 
followers got wind of this they let it bej known that if the assembly was held there 
would be trouble, big trouble. ’ 

On the morning of the day that the students were to meet police guards appeared on the 
campus, police cars patrolled the streets of Rio Piedras. Nationalist cars were also 
tearing through the streets. A half an hour before the time set for the assembly the 
University authorities cancelled it. 

Chief Beniamino, of the Rio Piedras police force, noted a man on the University grounds 
acting in a suspicious manner, but when the Chief attempted to stop him for questioning 
he got away and took refuge in a passing car. Shortly later, Beniamino recognized the 
car and ordered his men to halt it. When the chauffeur of the halted car was unable 
to produce a driver's license, he was told to drive to police headquarters and two 
policemen jumped on the running board. The car started in the direction of the police 
station but suddenly came to a stop in front of Rfo Piedras Nationalist headquarters. 
When the police asked why he stopped the reply was a shot from the car that wounded 
one of the policemen so badly that he fell to the ground. On hearing the shot, 

Beniamino and other policemen who were following in the Chief's car opened fire on the 
Nationalist car and the inmates returned it. When the firing ceased, three National- 
ists in the car were dead and the fourth badly wounded. The Chief of Police ordered 



threfe of his men to take his car and drive the wounded policeman to the hospital. 

Before they could get started a bomb thrown by a Nationalist who was standing on a 
street corner struck the car, exploded, and injured all four occupants. The bomb 
thrower, revolver in hand, ran, the police pursuing him. Shots were exchanged be- 
tween pursued and pursuers. From a public park in the center of Rfo Piedras another 
Nationalist fired at the policemen, but was unidentified and escaped capture. 

The bomb thrower reached the town's main highway and at the point of his revolver 
compelled the driver of a public car to take him as far as the University of Puerto 
Rico. The policeman followed the public car and when the Nationalist alighted in 
the north entrance of the University shot him to death. 

When the car in which the three Nationalists were killed was taken to police head- 
quarters , it was found to be well stocked with explosives, bombs, that however crudely 
made would have had horrifying results had they been thrown into a crowded student 
assembly. 

At police headquarters, revolvers, homemade bombs and other explosives were taken from 
the Nationalist car. In the Santurce cemetery next day Pedro Albizu Campos delivered 
the funeral oration over the Nationalist dead. One of the victims of police bullets 
was the chief of staff of the aragr of liberation. Closing his address, Albizu called 
the assembled throng to raise their right hands and take an oath to avenge the killing 
of those "who died for Puerto Rico’s freedom". 

Sunday morning, February 23, 1936, four months later, a young Nationalist Elias 
Beauchamp, shot and killed Colonel E. Francis Riggs, Chief of the Insular Police, 
while Riggs was returning from high mass in the Cathedral. At police headquarters in 
San Juan where Beauchamp and his accomplice, Hir&n Rosado, were immediately taken, the 
assassin said he killed Colonel Riggs in compliance with the oath administered by Albizu 
Campos in the Santurce cemetery. 

I was waiting for a trolley car when I heard a shot, saw people running and hurried 
to the next corner to find out what had happened. I was told that a Nationalist had 
killed the Chief of Police. I went at once to police headquarters and as a reporter 
was admitted. 

Beauchamp and Rosado were in a room at the end of the corridor. I stood in the doorway 
of the next room. The police were milling about in high excitement. Colonel Riggs was 
beloved by his men. I heard raised voices in the room where the killers were guarded. 
Suddenly a half dozen policemen rushed to a gun rack, grabbed rifles and poured 
fusillades into the prisoners' room. Both fell riddled with bullets. Later there was 
an investigation of the police conduct but inevitably it was found that they killed in 
line of duty. 

The murder of Colonel Riggs, a member of an old Maryland family, spurred the Federal 
and Insular authorities to prompt action. Federal agents searched the homes of Nation- 
alist leaders and Nationalist headquarters. Documents and records were gathered up and, 
with the public statements of Albizu Campos, presented to the Federal Grand Jury in 
San Juan which indicted the president of the Nationalist Party and seven of his 
associates for conspiracy to overthrow by force the American Government in Puerto Rico. 

When the case was called in the Federal Court Albizu abruptly abandoned the policy that 
he had imposed on his Rationalist followers never to plead in a United States court 
because to do so constituted recognition of the legality of United States rule in Puerto 
Rico. He and the other defendants entered a plea of not guilty. Albizu acted as chief 
defense council. He had had little experience as a practicing lawyer and showed little 



knowledge of Federal Court procedure . He relied on oratory to- win a favorable verdict . 
The first trial ended when the foreman of the jury told Judge Robert A. Cooper, who 
presided at the trial, that after two days deliberation the Jurymen were positive that 
they could never reach a verdict, whereupon Judge Cooper excused the jury. 

A United States District Attorney, A. Cecil Snyder (now a member of the Puerto Rican 
Supreme Court), at once asked the Judge to set a date for a second trial. Judge Cooper 
acceded to Snyder's request and about ten days later the second trial began. Largely 
a repetition, of course, of the first with Albizu Campos trying to persuade the Jury 
that he and the other defendants had always kept within the law. He described his 
republican cadets and his army of liberation as organizations designed to inculcate 
high standards of honor and patriotism. He closed with a two hour plea for acquittal. 

The jury left the court at five p.m. and returned seven hours later, about midnight, 

July 31, with a verdict of guilty. Judge Cooper immediately sentenced the convicted 
Nationalists. Albizu Campos, Juan Antonio Corretjer, secretary of the Nationalist 
Party, and one or two others were given ten years in Atlanta prison, to be paroled at 
the end of the sixth year. "I will show you more mercy than you deserve," said the 
Judge in passing. The less important defendants got six years, the last two years on 
parole . 

Albizu 's conduct of the Federal Court case lost him prestige. Had he lived up to his 
doctrine that a United States court had no authority in Puerto Rico, defied Judge and 
jury, proclaimed his hatred of the "usurper", repeated the words of Phillip Nolan, the 
Man Without a Country, "Damn the United States", and taken his medicine, his followers 
and perhaps others would have hailed him as a hero and a patriot. 

Certainly there was nothing in Pedro Albizu Campos' bearing in the San Juan Federal 
Court that resembled Nathan Hale or Robert Emmett. 

The Nationalist appealed their case but the Circuit Court of Appeals of the United 
States Supreme Court in Boston upheld Judge Cooper. 

After the leaders went to Atlanta, the discredited Nationalist movement collapsed, 
re ma ined in a quiescent stage for fourteen years until October 30 , 1950 . Albizu was 
paroled in 19H3 but remained in New York until December 19^7 • There are stories that 
in New York he became friendly with Earl Browder, former head of the American Communist 
Party. Few believe that Browder sold his brand or any brand of Communism to the 
Puerto Rican Nationalist. 

Albizu 's political and economic thinking is decidedly primitive. The establishment of 
a Puerto Rican Republic, run, of course, by him, would settle the Island's social, 
economic, education and all political problems. He has always pooh-poohed talk about 
overpopulation. Puerto Rican independence, he once said, could support a population 
of five million people, double the present number. 

As soon as he returned to the Island he showed that he had. Bourbon-like, learned 
not hin g, forgotten nothing. On the radio he served up the old mixture of vituperation, 
vilification, distortion, imprecations. He urged Puerto Ricans to shoot fellow country- 
men who served on Selective Service Boards. (At the time the law had not been passed). 

Now he had a new target for his abuse — Luis Munoz Marin. He accused Mu2oz Marin of 
hurling Puerto Rico in front of the juggernaut of Yankee imperialism. 

One Sunday morning he chose a third target— baseball. He rebuked Puerto Ricans for fall- 
ing for this "corruptive device of American propaganda aimed at undermining Puerto Rican 



patriotism", (incidentally, Mu&oz Marin is an ardent fan). Albizu's real gripe was 
that broadcasts of Sunday morning games stole his radio audience. 

In the disorder of the week of October 30th Government offices closed for a day, banks 
closed, caf6s and restaurants shut up early, but throughout the week the teams of the 
Puerto Rican professional league played nightly at Sixto Excobar Park. The National- 
ists couldn't make headway against the national game. 

For almost two years, until he surrendered to the police before dawn November 2, 

Pedro Albizu Campos lived in sordid surroundings in the two-story building in a tene- 
ment district where National headquarters was housed. Neglected, unnoticed by those 
whose cheers had once nourished hiq_ delusions of grandeur, he must ^iaVe brooded in 
bitterness on the secure place that the man in La Fortaleza, less than half a mile a- 
way, had in the hearts of his fellow islanders. 

I have believed since I first knew Albizu Campos that the fundamental motivation for 
his hatred of the American nation was less Yankee despotism in Puerto Rico than the 
cruel stupid American color prejudice that gives a moron with a Caucasian skin social 
preference over Dr. Ralph Bunche. A former teacher of Albizu told me that in his 
high school days he preferred to talk with his continental American teachers, remained 
after class and often visited them in their homes. Then came his years in the United 
States. His first year at the University of Vermont; the rest of the time, almost six j 
years, at Harvard College and Harvard Law School. Both Vermont and Harvard are libera/ 
institutions but the dark-skinned Puerto Rican must have been subjected to countless \ 
slights, affronts, humiliations in his years on the mainland. I do not recall hearing \ 
Albizu in the '32 election campaign make a speech in which he did not get around to \ 
the savage treatment accorded colored people in the United States. I 

Time and again he has read in American papers unfeeling references to his parentage, 
the Illegitimate son of a white man and a colored woman. Albizu Campos always spoke 
of his mother with tender affection. His white father, delighted with the son's 
brilliant high school record, legitimized him, gave him the right to use the name Albizu. 

In a short meeting with reporters at police headquarters at noon of the day that he gave 
himself up Albizu Campos spoke with arrogant grandiloquence of his responsibility be- 
fore history. His responsibility before history can be simply stated. He will have to 
answer for the murder of Francis Riggs, a kindly, lovable man, who never, knowingly, 
injured a fellow human being. He will have to answer for the death of thirty Puerto 
Ricans, some of whom died in defense of law and order and to protect the lives of fellow 
countrymen, others while carrying out the insane teaching of revolt and violence they 
had received from the lips of their leader. Five were shot down in a mad attempt to 
assassinate the Governor of Puerto Rico. 

Yet, even as I write this, I recall the long afternoon on my porch in Santurce when I 
responded to his genial warmth, shared his indignation at the rebuff he received when 
he sought to enter the Armed Forces of his country, the United States of America, 
watched him pat affectionately the heads of my children, and heard him tell them that he 
knew that they were "buenos niftos". Recalling these things I cannot but feel that had 
he not allowed the corrosive acid of malignant hate to devour, destroy, sill that was 
fine and humane in his nature, Pedro Albizu Campos would have a different and nobler 
answer to make at the ban of history. 



Dear Mr. Clegg » 

Enclosed is an article by a friend of mine. Bill 
O'Reilly, which I thought you might find interesting in 
view of your recent visit to Puerto Rico and your direct 
contact with those activities here for which Pedro^Albizu 
& Campo s, subject of the article, was responsible. 

It may give you a further insight into the 
character of the man as well as those events which have 
recently been of such great concern to us . There are minor 
errors in the account, but the over-all analysis is an 
excellent one and is based upon many years of intimate 
acquaintance with those persons and events which have been 
prominent in the social, economic and political history of 
Puerto Rico. 

I have also sent a copy of this article to the 


Director. If there are others at the Bureau who may find 
it interesting, you may want to pass it on to them. 
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'iJmce Memomndum • united stmes government 

TO : MR. A. H. BELMONT date.- February^ ^sfL951 

FROM : MR. L. L. LADGHCfl^^ — ££ 

SUBJECT: PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS /_ . S2 


KB. i. L. LA UGHL 




' *> 

accordance with your instruction, I called BU ~ rt 
ASAC Whelan of New York at 9:10 A.M., February 6, 1951, 
and asked him to arrange to make copies of the f&llowincL 
reports available to Mr. Fred Bloch , AUSA, SDNY, who 
communicated with Mr. Whearty in the Department and askea^fyfc 
if it icould be possible to have copies of these reports u /i 
inthi^cas^ori^rto the Commissioner ' s Bearing involving 

others on Thursday morning, February 8. 

Report of Special Agent Novak dated April 27, 1948, nCN 
at New York. 

Report of Special Agent Novak dated April 28, 1947 , at 

§ Xew Tork - \$ 
“TS Report of Special Agent Johnson dated December 21, 194Q 
at New York. 


J~2 Report of Special Agent Johnson dated July 3, 1945, at 
Q <SJ Mew York. 

Sag Report of Special Agent Becker dated April 25, 1945, at 

San Juan. ' 9 

eS jrrj C ^ 1 Report of Special Agent Moody dated September 26, 1945, ^ 
y c.rj at San Juan. . 

CJS — Report of Special Agent West dated May 4, 1948, at f) 

Ss£ii^.£5» San Juan. #L 


**£ -14- Report of Special Agent West dated July 14, 1949 , at , 

San Juan. , 

Report of Special Agent Ahsens dated April 26\ '1950 . " 

as =a at San Juan. RECORDED - 52 FE8J19) 1951 

( There is no indication that copies of the Id&z three 
reports weYe furnished to New York.) inrr 

FX-I4D 

I pointed out to Mr. Whelan that it wa3 entirely 
possible that the New York Office already may have furnished 
copies of some or all of these reports to the USA's Office 
in the SDNY but that if this had not been done and sufficient 
copies were not available to turn over one copy of each of j 

, xO/7) 





these reports, that he should let Mr. Bloch borrow them, 
for his information and use for the Commissioner's Hearing 
on February 8 . I told Mr. Whelan it would be incumbent 
upon him to insure that any reports loaned to Mr. Bloch 
would be returned to the New York Office after they had served 
their purpose. 



Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Ur. Tolson 


FROM 


L. B. Nichols 
PEDRO QlBIZU ?AUPOS 




DATE: April 3, 1951 

2~X-i 



SUBJECT: 

^ ^ congressman. 

be office today aduisjupi 

Subcommittee of th ^ 

House~ dealing with the Interior Department. Crawford is* on — 

this Subcommittee, the Chairman of which is Congressman Murdock o f 
Arizona • 

stated they were getting background material 
together on the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico and he asked if 
it would be possible to get a summary on Pedro Albizu Campos , 
the head of the Nationalist Paj'ty in Puerto Rico, so that it . 
could be sent to Congressman F^-ed Crawford. QiC. 

We have over the year^beer^jery friendly with 
Congressman Crawford and with it is recommended 

that the Security Division prepare the necessary data on Campos 
for transmittal to Congressman .Crawford. 

<\ 

cc: Mr. Ladd v# 
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Office Memo&mdum • UNITED STATE& GOVERNMENT 


TO s 
FROM : 
SUBJECT*. 


D. M. 




A, 3 , BelmonH 

PEDRO ^ALBIzPcAMPOS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - N 
Bureau file 105-11898 


DATE: April 9, 1951 



J 


To furnish you with a background memorandum 
concerning the above captioned subject which contains 
only public source material , 


BACKGROUND 


_ You will recall that _ 

_ Congressman Crawford of Mich 

quested of Mr, Nichols a summary on Campos which 
he desired to send to Congressman Crawford . 

RECOMMENDATION 


bic. 


If you approve the attached memorandum 9 
it is suggested th&^i^b^furnished to Mr, Nichols 

for toflHHHHHj p 


JLQ:eeo 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE-ds )^| %> 



April 9, 1951 


Ret PEDRO K ALBIZU CAMPOS 


Pedrorflbisyg&anpos was born in' September 12, 1891 , 
at Barrio Machuelo Abajo, Ponce, Puerto Rico . Campos ie the 
illegitimate eon of a white Puerto Rican merchant, Alejandro 
Albisu-Ronero, and a negro woman , Juliana Campoe . Be ie 
married to Laura Ueneeee De Albisu Campos, a Peruvian citisen, 
and ae a result of thie union they have one daughter, Rosa 
Albisu Ueneeee , 

Campoe ie a graduate of Harvard Law School • He was 
first elected President of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico 
on May 11, 1930 • In 1932 Campos tested the Nationalist Party's 
strength at the polls in the general Puerto Rican elections 
of that year . It was reported that the Nationalist Party re- 
ceived 5,25? out of 384,627 votes . Campos, who ran for Senator 
at Large, received only a little over 10,000 votes . Since 
1932 Campos has consistently urged Puerto Ricans to refrain 
from, voting in " colonial elections " as he described elections 
in Puerto Rico . The official policy of the Nationalist Party 
is for electoral abstinence on the part of all Puerto Ricans . 

In 1932 the " Liberating Army of the Republic ," which 
has been officially and variously designated by Nationalists 
as the " Army of Liberation the "Army of the Republic, " "Cadet 
Corps of the Nationalist Party, " was founded by Campos, who 
served as its Commander in Chief . This militant section of 
the Nationalist Party established small militias in many of 
the larger cities and towns of Puerto Rico in 1935 . 

On January 8, 1936, Car. ws i33ie d a decree of the 
Nationalist Council in which universal compulsory military 
service was required for all members of the Nationalist Party 
of Puerto Rico' over eighteen years of age for the "immediate 
national defense 

On July 31, 1936 , Campos was convicted in the United 
. tat e s District Court, San Juan, Puerto Rico, on a three -count 
indictment charging conspiracy to overthrow the United States 


J. L. Ouigley.-eeo ' W | / , . - 

APS 26 





22 ? 

ALL INFORM ATiOH COMT AWE 

herein is Classified « 

DATE W 


4 ' O 



Government by force, conspiracy to incite rebellion against the 
United States, and conspiracy to recruit soldiers to fight against 
the United States, We va s sentenced to serve six years on the 
first count and two years on both the second and third counts , 
the sentences to run consecutively. The sentences on ths second 
and third counts were suspended end Campos was placed on probation 
to begin at the expiration of the six years imposed on the first 
count , Fe began his sentence on June 7, 1937 , at the federal 
Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, 

On November 4, 1941, Campos was offered c cond itional 
release from, prison, but he ! refused to sign the conditions of 
agreement for this release pnd, thus, he served his full sen~ 
tence and was released on Jtine 3, 1943, 

After his release \ from prison, Campos went to Few 
York City and entered Colunhps Hospital on June 8, 1943, to 
receive treatment for a heart condition end for his left am 
which he alleged was partly paralysed, Curing Campos' sojourn 
in Few York, he remained in constant contact with leaders of 
the Nationalist Party in New' York end Puerto Rico, 

Finally on December^ 15, 1947, Campos returned to 
Puerto P.ico where he again beweme active in the direction of 
the Nationalist Party, ! 

Campos' resumption of the position of President of 
the Nationalist Party was formalised by the General Assembly 
of the Nationalist Party at Can Juan, Puerto Rico, on December 
ID, 1948, when Campos was nominated and unanimously elected to 
that position by the //ati onclisi delegates present, 

Campos was unanimously reelected president of the 
Nationalist Party by Nationalist dole %} ates at the General 
Assembly of the Nationalist Party at Arecibo, Puerto Rico, on 
Deeenher 13, 1949 . 

Jince hi3 return to Puerto Rica on December 13, 1947 , 
Campos has actively headed the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico 
and on numerous occasions has made public speeches advocating 
the ousting of the United States Government from Puerto Rico, 

The following two excerpts from speeches of Campos are typical 
of statements made by him. 



stated: 


On September S3, 1949, ■ at Lares, Puerto Rico, Campos 


"The struggle initiated eighty-one years ago 
against the mother country, Spain, for the 
independence of Puerto Rico, continues. The 
Rational ist Party is going to dynamite the United 
States. It is going to throw out the United States. 

The Yankees have killed many Puerto Ricans. They 
wont to destroy us by evil methods and in human 
justice we have the right to destroy them. The 
right is ours and they are the culprits. The 
time will come in which that right will be crercised. 
Here, the only subversive is the Roue rnment of 
the United states and all its agents. They c • e the 
ones who want to destroy life. They want to kill 
all of us with diseases , vaccinations, and by 
starvation. Some day they are going to pay with 
their lives, with their own existence. There 
have been greeter empires than the United States-- 
more powerful. Today they are ashes. It may be 
that before long the North American plague will 
be a memory. It may be that this could happen 
within the year--within two. 

"Cowards are all alike. The time arrives 
when justice arms the weak , routs the giants. 

Here will be sung another great fe Ream. We 
shall sing that Te Deum but it has to be preceded 
by a struggle with arms, with all that is necessary 
to obtain the indenencience of Puerto Rico.' 1 

At Utuado, Puerto Rico , on February 23, 1950, Campos 

stated: 

"...the t the Yankees do not have the right 
to be the bosses of the people of Puerto Rico... 

Valor and dignity only are ne±*ed, neither money 
nor arms were. There are arms in the cuartel 
of the police. All these arms are yours bought 



"with tfce quarter and half cents the Insular 
Government has collected— also the arms of the 
National Guard , all these arms are ours, A 
people full of valor and dignity cannot be 
overcome by an imperialist , Be' that does not 
wish to die must hide himself; there is nothing 
for those who look for salvation neither in 
arms nor in money . If you wish to be free , 
you must fight for it," 

At three thirty p,m, on November 2, 1950, Campos was 
tahs n into custody by the Insular Police of Puerto Rioo, Campos 
was charged with assault with intent to commit murder , five 
violations of the Insular Firearms Law and violation of Insular 
Law No, 53, Insular Law No, 53 is similar to our Title No, 18, 
Section 83Q5 , United States Code , which deals with advocating 
Overthrow of Government, 

Campos was convicted in Insular Court on February 14, 
1951,0 f assault with intent to commit murder. On March 16, 1951 , 
he was sentenced by the court to seven to fifteen years. 

On February SO, 1951, Campos was c onvicted and sentenced 
to ten years and nine months in connection with the Insular Fire- 
arms Law violations. 

Up to the present time Campos has not been tried for 
violation of Insular Law No, 53, No date has been set for the 
trial of this offense , 

Thus far Campos . has received sentences which will re- 
quire him to serve a minimum of seventeen ■ years and nine months 
or a maximum of twenty five years and nine months . 
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BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


June 7, 1951 


Mr, V , E, Baughman 
Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Treasury Department 
Washington , D, C, 


DECLASSIFIED by 
°N<< j X*\~ 




John Edgar Hoover , Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject : PEDRO AL3IZU CAMPOS 

INTERNAL SECURITY - N 


Reference is made to my memoranda dated May 28 
and 29, 1951 , captioned, " Nationalist Party of Puerto 
Rico, Internal Security - N n which furnished information 
concerning the present mental condition of Pedro Albizu 
Campos, President of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico , 


I thought you would be interested in the attached 
memorandum, dated June 7, 1951 , which sets forth the most 
■recent data available regarding 'Albizu 1 s condition. 


The above is being furnished for your confidential 
information and should not be disseminated outside of^yovFr 

agency, .. =* V* 

! / ; i i “ I.. 


Director of''W!DUT'Ttnt€il igence 
Department of the Navy 
The Pentagon ^ 3 

Washington, D, C, - Attaffitfynt 




Director of Special Investigations 
The Inspector General ^ 

Department of the Air rcja . v X v -. 
Washington, D, C, - 

Assistant Chief of Staff, 

Deportment of the Army ^ 1 U 

The mtqgow ... ^ 

Washington, '3, C, - Attcffiiffen'i 


B01D3UMJ 03A: 



pwisaitussSi 







PEDRO ALBIZTJ CAMPOS 


The following notes refer to the Jftental ' 
condition of captioned individual: 


On May 25# 1951# T-l, of known reliability, 
advised that PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, who is presently 
incarcerated in the San Juan District Jail, was being 
examined by a psychiatrist from the Insular mental 
hospital. T-l reported that this psychiatrist had 
advised that ALBIZU is "deteriorating" both mentally 
and physically, and is having hallucinations of 
attempts against his life. 


On May 26, 195l#^HHflMHpHp|t a Federal 
prisoner detained at the San Juan District Jail , a d- 
vised that he has had occasion to tal^jtitt^ALBIZU 
and to observe ALBIZU rather closely advised 
that ALBIZU has begun to show signs of not being aware 
of what is going on around him. He said that ALBIZU 
often appears not to understand when spoken to and D 

complains of seeing North Americansshoc^ing co smi c t 

rays into his head. According to^HHB^ ALBIZU 
states that the Americans can reactHm^Ln jail only 
by their scientific device^andare attempting to 
murder him by science. t^HfPstates that ALBIZU 
habitually prays at night and occasionally during the 
prayers jumps up to close the cell windows to keep 
out the cosmic rays. After the w^idow^have been closed, 
ALBIZU appears to be satisfied. ^HflHB^said that 
ALBIZU recently has taken to babbl Ihga^^ime s , rather 
than carrying on intelligent conversations* 


On May 28, 1951# T-2, a Sa n Juan medical docta£_ 
of known reliability, advised 
he had examined ALBIZU 

aav^ea that this examination lastec^^iotuPs^Kd that oik 

the examining physicians had jointly arrived at a 

decision that ALBIZU is suffering from paranoia with 

symptoms of delusions of persecution. T-2 advised that 

illustrative of these delusions is ALBIZU* s complaint 

that the National Guard is using electronic rays to 

kill him. ALBIZU reportedly told the examining physicians 

that he is feeling lame due to the rays and that he 

suffers from continuous severe headaches from the same cause. 
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T-2 stated that he had performed an investigation 
at the San. Juan District Jail to determine the treat- 
ment offered ALBIZU, and had determined that ALBIZU 
has been receiving a proper diet and has been treated 
with consideration in other respects. 

T-2 was closely questioned as to the possibility 
of this all being an act of malingering on the part of 
ALBIZU, and T-2 said that he considers ALBIZU* s condition 
to be real. He referred to it as "an involuntary 
paranoic condition." 

On May 29# 1951* JOSE A. BENITEZ, Executive 
Assistant to the Insular Attorney General, Puerto Rico, 
advised that on May 10, 1951, ALBIZU wrote a note to 
JUAN S. BRAVO, Warden of the San Juan District Jail, 
complaining that he was being attacked by certain 
luminous rays which he alleged were part of an electr onic 
experiment being conducted by the U.S. Army. BENITEZ 
said that the Attorney General's Office caused an in- 
vestigation to be begun immediately, and that this in- 
vestigation had been kept confidential until May 25, 

1951, at which time the newspapers in Puerto Rico 
first printed stories to the effect that ALBIZU was 
suffering a mental collapse. 

BENITEZ advised that during the course of 
this investigation, ALBIZU was examined on May 12, 1951* 
by Doctor HAMLET HAZIN, the doctor at the San Juan District 
Jail; on May 16, 1951, by Doctor R. TROYANO DE LOS RIOS, 
the psychiatrist from the Insular Penitentiary; <*gain on 
May 19* 1951, by Doctor HAMLET HAZIN; and on May 21, 

1951, by Doctors MANUEL PAVIA FERNANDEZ, RAMON M. SUAREZ, 
TROYANO DE LOS RIOS, and HAMLET HAZIN; and on about 
May 22, 1951, by Doctor MARIO FERNANDEZ. 

BENITEZ stated that Doctors MANUEL PAVIA 
FERNANDEZ, RAMON SUAREZ and MARIO FERNANDEZ are not 
connected with the Insular Government in any manner; 
that all of these doctors are outstanding practitioners 
in Puerto Rico; that Doctor MANUEL PAVIA FERNANDEZ 
was formerly President of the Puerto Rican Medical 
Association, and that Doctor MARIO FERNANDEZ is con- 
sidered the leading psychiatrist in Puerto Rico. 



BENITEZ stated that all the examining doctors J 
had diagnosed ALBIZU »s condition as a mental collapse. 

He said that further examinations will be made and that 
ALBIZJ's attorneys had been given permission to-bring 
in doctors to examine ALBIZU, although ANGEL CRUZ CRUZ, 
Defense Attorney, who has acted as spokesman for ALBIZU* s 
other 2 defense attorneys, reportedly has admitted to 
BENITEZ that ALBIZU is r ' crazy.” 

BENITEZ said that Doctor MARIO FERNANDEZ* 
diagnosis is that ALBIZU is suffering from " an 
interpretative psychosis of injury and danger with 
overtones of paranoia and a marked absence of 
emotional response." Dr. FERNANDEZ, according to 
BENITEZ, has advised that ALBIZU is suffering hallu- 
cinations of all his five senses. 

BENITEZ stated that up until the time of the 
Attorney General's investigation, ALBIZU had been held 
in his cell alone, but that Dr. PAVIA FERNANDEZ had 
recommended that ALBIZU not be left alone at any time 
because of the possibility that his "persecution mania" 
might result in a suicide attempt, BENITEZ said that 
FRANCISCO MATOS PAOLI, PEDRO ULISES PABON and RAMON 
MEDINA RAMIREZ, all Nationalists awaiting trial for 
violation of Insular Law 53 (advocating overthrow of 
Insular Government) have been moved into ALBIZU* s cell 
with instructions to report any indication of a suicide 
attempt on the part of ALBIZU. BENITEZ said that MATOS 
PAOLI now refers to ALBIZU as "Don Quijote" inasmuch 
as ALBIZU does not seem able to differentiate between 
What is real and what is imagi n ary, 

BENITEZ advised that since ALBIZU* s letter 
of May 10, 1951# he has written h more letters to the 
prison authorities, the latest being on May 29, 1951. 
BENITEZ stated that he has read all of these letters 
and that they reflect no change for the better. in 
ALBIZU *s condition. He said that in all of them, ALBIZU 
complains of attacks by electronic rays and poison gas. 

He said that ALBIZU claims that the r a ys attack him 
principally at night and ALBIZU now refuses to sleep 
on a metal bed because he claims that these rays cause 
sparks which endanger his life. ALBIZU also reportedly 
claims that he is being burnt continually by -these rays 
and that they are giving him violent continuous headaches. 
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BENITEZ further advised that on May 28, 19f>l, the 
guards at the District Jail found ALBIZU dressed in 
his best clothes and asked him what the occasion was, 
upon which ALBIZU responded that he had dressed up 
because they were going to release him that day, 

BENITEZ further advised that ALBIZU, in a 
serious manner, claims that on May 19, 19f?l, the 
electronic rays had caused a great fire at the District 
Jail and ALBIZU describes vividly the flames from this 
fire and the disaster which it could have caused to 
the people of Puerto Ri^o and to all humanity if the 
prison guards had not been very cooperative and helped 
put it out, BENITEZ stated that this incident is 
entirely imaginary, I 

BENITEZ further advised that he and other 
employees from the Attorney General's Office had 
recorded a 3-hour speech given by ALBIZU to explain 
the torments he was undergoing from the electronic 
rays and pdson gas. In this speech, ALBIZU made no 
criticism of his handling by the Insular authorities, 
but claimed that all of ijiis torments were being caused 
by "the Americans." 

BENITEZ advised that it is the opinion of 
the Insular Attorney General's Office that ALBIZU' s 
mental condition will have no effect upon sentences 
already passed on him in (Insular Courts, but that it 
may have the effect of postponing his trial on charges 
of violation of Insular Law j?3. 

The DIARIO DE PUERTO RICO, a daily Spanish 
language newspaper published in San Juan, in its May 29 , 
19f>l, issue carries an announcement by Attorney ANGEL 
CRUZ CRUZ, one of ALBIZU' s defense attorneys, to the 
effect that ALBIZU has requested him to make it known 
that he (ALBIZU) has absolute confidence in the doctors 
who have examined him in the San Juan District Jail, 
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This sene physician was closely questioned at tolt. 
possibility of this all being an act of naltnger^tng -en tto^-4 
part of A LBirv. In response to this line of guestt9*i*0Adtoi 
doctor advised that tn his opinion ALBIzu'o prebent eosditfm 
had been correctly dtagnoped* Be referred to tt as *fcn . 
voluntary paranoic condition** 



On Hay 39, 1951. JOSS A* SEMITE 1, Executive Assistant 

to the Insular Attorney General. Puerto Rico. advtredttu dtrtKl$^ 
Bay 10, 1951, ALBIEV wrote a not# to JU/M 5. MATO, 
the San Juar. District Jail, complcintnj that he wan being 
attacked by certain luminous rays which he alleged were part 
Of an electronic experiment being conducted by the C *£« Am y* 
SEMITE. said that the Attorney General f s Office caused an to* 
veertlgction to be begun inaedtctely , end that this invest f- 
getior. had been kept confidential until Day £5, 1951 , at which 
tine the ne&spapcra in Puerto Btco first printed stories to 
the effect that : V was suffering c mental collapse* 
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from the Insular Penitentiary; again on Bay 19, 1951, by 
Doctor EAB1.1T v Hi; and on Pay 31, 15. 2, by Doctors BA MBS L 
'PAVIA. rSMATli:: , JiAifCS B* SUAREZ, TROT AS O ]}£ LOS RIOS, end 
HAitLF? M IS; end on about May 39, 1951, by Doctor UARIO 
FSRfU.SrSdm 

rnriTF- stated that Doctors DAMPS!. PAVIA TESSA MUST, 
KAU08 SPARE and l RIO TP RKA P n SZ are not connected with the 
Insular Jovrrnnent in any manner; that all of these doctor* 
ere outstanding practitioners in Puerto Rico; that Doctor 
BAS BEL P VIA TSBBABBB? i sae formerly President of the Puerto 
Rican Medical Association, and that Doctor MARIO TSBMAMDEZ is 
considered the lending psychiatrist in Puerto Rico* 
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attorney* had been given pe mission to bring in doctor* to 
examine ALII. U, although ABatL CROZ CRUZ, fie feast Attorney 
^ s hoo acted as spokesmen fer iZBIZV's othcr 2 defense 
^ reportedly has admitted to BSSITS? that AlBIZir^ 

trasv*” 

• FL'hJTi:. said that Doctor -MARIO rs&ZAsnKZ 1 diagnosis 

is, that AZP1ZU it suffertag from *oa interpretative psychosis 
Of injury and danger *it& overtones of paranoia and a marked 
‘senoe of emotional response * " fir* FERAA&BSZ, according to 
‘M1T&V, has advised that ALB12B is suffering halluetnattmo 
* all hie five senses. 
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DZSITBZ stated that vpmmttlthe time of the — 

Attorney General *s investigation, AL3I1V had been held in 
hie cell clone, but that fir, PAVIA rKBSAXfiZS bed recommended 
that A1.31.~V not be left clone at any t tme 'ccavsc of the 
possibility that hie "persecution manic" night moult in a 
suicide attempt, B’lXITEZ said that FRavciscc U,.?Q£ paoli, 
psmo VLISIS PABOS and RAMOS MEOISA &AM1BEZ, ell VationalUte 
am&iting trial for violction of Insular Lao S3 (Advocating 
Cyerthras of Insular gave mswnt) have been novod into /LBJ.:.U $ e 
cell with ins tractions to report eng indication of a suicide 


attempt on the nart of <.ZV1 V, ■ nZiiXTL. ' said that Z'.-.TCZ 
VAX LI now refers 10 : VI V as ".on Quixote " inasmuch us 

doe a mot seen ' « ble' tv *trf*r*rrt?ivte ^dWeeK'W&t'iV*' 
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t Zilll'z advised that since ALOI if r s letter of May 
10, 1351, he hoe written 4 nore letters to the prison 
authorities, the latest being on May S3, 1351, tin RXTM>: 
stated that he has read all of these letters end that they 
reflect no change for the better in ALSlFU'e condition, tie 
said that in all of them, ALBIZV complains of attacks by 
electronic raps end poison gas. Be said tJict ALP1 U claims 
that the rays attach him principally at night end ~L5J:if 
note refuses to sleep on a metal bed because he clatm.s that 
these rays cause sparks which endanger his life, tLFI U also 
reportedly claims that he is being burnt continually by these 
rays and that they are giving hta violent continuous ftsccf- 
aches, BtiTilTFV further advised that on May 38, 1051, the 
guards c t the istrict Jctl found AL01. V dressed in his test 
clothes and c*h»j h in vhat the occasion was, upon which 
/.I. ~1.-V resport -cP that he had dressed up because they mere 
going to releu sc hi: & that dap. 
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On mtf rn, 10 SL a resolution mas tntrodueed in the 
rnme Of Representative*, Republic of / hth* J celling *n #« 
government of that country to attempt to attain the conditional 
release of Alhtm and hie transfer to Cube until ouch 44 m* a* 
ho toes re com red hts health* the romlutim also desired 
that the Chibm$emrnmSt ■m&rmSoe Shot Alhim would be re~> 
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May 28, 1951 

PERSONAL AMD O&fQSM fTilf T I L 
BT SPECIAL MRS SENG RS 


Ndnorabl e Oacar L. Chapman 
Secretary o/ the Interior 
Washington, D. C * 

My dear Mr* Chapman t 

I thought you would be interested in the following 
information relating to Pedro Albiara-^ampos, President of 
the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico * 

The Medical Director of the Insular Penitentiary 
in Puerto Rico, Dr* Ceferino Mender Palo, has aduised that 
Albisu is being examined by a psychiatrist from the Insular 
Mental Hospital * The psychiatrist has reported that Albisu 
is n deteriorating n mentally and physically and is suffering 
from hallucinations and is in fear for his life . The psychia- 
trist has stated to Dr, Mender Palo that he does not think 
Albitu is shamming. 

The examinations of Albisu , according to Dr* Mender 
Palo , are being conducted at the San Juan District Jail at 
the direction of the Insular Attorney General. 

The San Juan newspaper "Diario de Puerto Rico M of 
May 25, 1951, carried a headline " Albisu Suffers Mental Crisis. " 
The article states " reliable sources n report that Albisu is in 
a critical mental condition approaching insanity and gives 
lengthy dis courses on diverse subjects to a nonexistent audience. 
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5-25-51 


PEDRO ALB 1ZU CAMPO S J.SrN . DR. CEFER I NO MENDEZ PALO, MED I CAL |i 
DIRECTOR, INSULAR PENITENTIARY, ADVISED THAT 
EX AMINED BY PSYCHi AlBllSI^maJISLO £SYr ./ 

CHIATfii^^AJDll^nLMENflEZ JHALJUJaiZUOS^WIE QEIERi.QRATiii&w 

UNQUOTE MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY^ DESCRIBED. AS HAVING HALLU-r, 

Cl NAT IONS AND FEAR FOR LIF E. IN RESPONSE TO- QUEST I ON BY g f' 
MENDEZ BSYCH1ATR I. ST...SIA.IEP.-.P10 ..NOT .THINK ALB I ZU SHAMMING.' ' ' 
MENDEZ ADVISED EXAMINATIONS BEING CONDUCTED AT SAN JUAN 
DISTRICT JAIL AT DIRECTION OF INSULAR ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS^^ 

("RECEIVED: 5-25-51 3:49 PM MAP 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bure^vTrft is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
ol^der to protect- theJWreau ' s cryptographic systems |^) ^[ 




^iwiSRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


U TED STATES EEPARTMENT OF JUSTI 



PEDRO AU3IZU CAMPOS, LS-N. ALBEU STILL IN CUSTODY INSULAR AUTHOR ITT SAN 
!>' JUAN, AWAITING TRIAL ON ADDITIONAL CHARGES GROWING OUT OF RECENT REVOLT 

PUERTO RICO. LOCAL PRESS SAN JUAN HAS REPORTED THAT ALBIZU IS NOW MENIALLY 
HL AND IS BEING TREATED BY DOCTORS AND PSYCHIATRISTS • SAN JUAN OFFICE 
HAS ALSO ADVISED THAT LOCAL NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY CURRENTLY BEING GIVEN THROUGH 


WIRE SERVICE DISPATCH^ TO INTRODUCTION IN CUBAN CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES k 
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR REIEASE OF ALBIZU. OBTAIN ANY DATA AVAILABIE CON- 
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RE PEDRO ALBIZuTAMPOS, IS-N. ‘ “ 
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THOUGH WIRE SERVICE DESPATCHES TO INTRODUCTION IN CUBAN CHAMBER OF 
DEPUTIES OF RESOLUTION CALLING FOR RELEASE OF AL8IZU. REQUEST BETA I L§ 
SOONEST THROUGH LEGAL ATTACHE HAVANA FOR INFORMATION LO 

\ RECEIVED. v / 5-29-51 -i \^\VN3:01 PM / JAM 
»F£ - i (JET* 37 , ‘(JUN ijU1*T 
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If thp^ intelligence contained in the above message is to ha, disseminated , 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it he suitably pardphra] - 1 ’ 
order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic eystemsaC] il 
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The' Attorney General 


June 7, 1951 


Director , FBI 
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INTERNAL SECURITY • N 
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Reference is made to ny Memoranda dated May 3d and 
39, 1951 , captioned, " Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico , Internal 
Security - ff" which furnished information concerning the present 
mental condition of Pedro Alhisu Campos, President of the 
Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico . 


I thought you would be interested in the attached 
memorandum, dated June 7, 1951, which sets forth the most recent 
data available regarding Albisu’s condition. 


This memorandum is also being furnished to the 
Secretary of the Interior, the U. 3, Secret Service and the 
Intelligence Agencies of the Armed Servic es . 
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June 7, 1951 


3%r7maoU# mdtsttal rsJaUs to the e*j^9+Mt& — 
condition of the above captioned individual, who no fresvdant 
of the nationalist Party of Puerto MfCS* , 4 ^" /V> ' 

On ifay 55, 195l 0 a confidential informant of known , 
reliability advised that PSDBO ALBTZ9 HAMPOS , sohots presently 
incarcerated in the San Juan District Jail, was being examined 
by a psychiatrist from the Insular mental hospital • Out in- 
formant reported that this psychiatrist had odpited that 
ALPl'ZU is ” deteriorating " both mentally and physically, and is 
having hallucinations of ottjnpts against his life * 

On Pay 26, 1951, a federal prisoner 

detained at the San Juan District Jail , advised that he has 
had occa«ieni^taIlf with JLLBIZU and to observe ALBIZU rather 
closely . gtjfodvised that ALBIZU has begun to show signs 

of not being aware of what is going on around him • Be said l-| 

that ALPIZV often appears not to understand when spoken to and w 
complains of seeing J'o rtf^Am^rfcans shooting cosmic rays into 
his head . According toflHHHBlr ALBXZO states that the Americans 
can reach him in jail only by their s^iejr^^tc devices and are 
attempting to murder him by science . states that 

ALB1.U habitually prays at night and occasionally during the 
prayers jumps up to close the. cell windows to keep out the 
cosmi'e rays . After the winfow^have been closed , ALBIZU 
appears to he satisfied • that ALBX*.U recently 

has taken to babbling at tines , rather than carrying on in- 
telligent conversations . 

On May 28, 1951, another confidential informant of 
know^reliabil^u^h^^^^^aj^Luai^medical doctor, advised 

advised theft this examination lasted 2 
hour^^^^zna^zhe examining physicians had jointly arrived 
at a decision that ALBIZU is suffering from paranoia atth 
—symptoms of delusions of persecution . Our informant advised 
— #*«* illustrative of these delusions is ALBIZU *e o.ymplaUit 
—Uhl* the fattsmSl Guard is using electronic rays ts-tfjj. , him. 

—A&i IZU reportedly told the . examining physicians tkath^is 
-feeling lame due to the rays and that he suffersfro£ djo.H- 
—tifuous severe headaches from the same cause . The doctor 
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stated thqt.he had performed am investigation at the Sbn JUeM, f 
District Ja’il to determine the treatment offered ALBIZU, "WMfcfi&t 
hdd determined that' ALBIZU has been receiving a proper 
and has been treated with consideration in other respects « 

This sane physician was closely questioned as to the 
possibility of this all being an act of malingering on the 
part of ALBIZU • In response to thts line of questioning the 
doctor advised that in his opinton ALBIZU's present condition 
had been correctly diagnosed • He referred to it as "an in - " 
voluntary paranoic condition 

On May 29, 2951, JOSE A. BENITEZ, Executive Assistant 
to the Insular Attorney General, Puerto Rico, advised that on 
May 10, 1951, ALBIZU wrote a note to JUAN S • BRAVO, Warden of 
the San Juan District Jail, complaining that he was being 
attacked by certain luminous rays which he alleged were part 
of an electronic experiment being conducted by the U»S m Army* 
EENITEZ said that the Attorney General 1 8 Off ice caused an in- 
vestigation to be begun immediately , and that this investi- 
gation had been kept confidential until May 25, 1951 , at which 
time the newspapers in Puerto Rico first printed stories to 
the effect that ALBI.-U was suffering a mental collapse • 

, ^■■^^.RENITEZ- ad vised that during the’ C ours e 
vestigation , ALr-l". V was examined on Pay lz, 1951 , by Doctor 
IJJILET II AZIN, the doctor at the San Juan District Jail ; on 
Nay 1€, 1951, b < Doctor R . TROTANO VE LOS BIOS, the psychiatrist 
from the Insular Penitentiary ; again on May 19, 1951, by 
Doctor HAMLET KA&IN; and on May 21, 1951, by Doctors MANUEL 
PAVIA FERNANDEZ, RAMON M. SUAREZ, TROY AN 0 DE LOW RIOS, and 
HAMLET BAZIN; and on about May 22, 1951, by Doctor MARIO 
FERNANDEZ . 

BENITEZ, stated that Doctors MANUEL PAVIA FERNANDEZ, 
RAMON SVARE and jff.RIO FERNANDEZ are not connected loith the 
Insular Government in any manner; that all of these doctors 
are outstanding practitioners in Puerto Rico; that Doctor 
MANUEL PAVIA FERNANDEZ was formerly President of the Puerto 
Rican Medical Association , and that Doctor MARIO FERNANDEZ is 
considered the leading psychiatrist in Puerto Rico . 

BENITEZ stated that all the examining doctors had 
diagnosed ALBIZU ' s condition as c mental collapse . He said 
that further examinations will he made and that sLZlEU’s 
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attorneys had been given permission to bring in doctors to 
examine ALBIZV, although ANGEL CRUZ CRUZ, Defense Attorney , 
whszhas acted ?*■$■ spokesman for ALBIZV* a other S defense 
attorneys^ reportedly has admitted to BENITEZ that ALBIZU is 
w cra*y." 

BENITEZ said that Doctor VAR 10 FERNANDEZ * diagnosis 
is that AI.BIZO is suffering from ’an interpretative psychosis 
of injury and danger with overtones of paranoia and a marked 
absence of emotional response Dr. FERNANDEZ, according to 
BENITEZ , has advised that ALBIZV is suffering hallucinations 
of all his five senses * 

BENITEZ stated that up until the time of the . 

Attorney General's investigation , ALBIZV had been held in 
his cell alone , but that Dr . PAVIA FERNANDEZ had recommended 
that ALBIZV not be left alone at any time because of the 
possibility that his " persecution manic " might result in a 
suicide attempt . BENITEZ said that FRA, CISCO LhiTCS PAOLI, 
PEDRO ULISE3 PABON and RAMON HE VINA EAhlREZ, all Nationalists 
awaiting trial for violation of Insular Law ’53 (Advocating 
Overthrow of Insular Government ) have been moved into ALBIZV* s 
call with instructions to report a-:y indication of a suicide 
attempt on the part of ALBIzU. BIZHTE. said that MATOS 
P/CLI now refers to ALB I- V as 'z>on zuixoie'' inasmuch as 
* ALBIZV does not seem able to differentiate between what is 
real and what is imaginary . 

BENITEZ advised that since ALBlZU's letter of May 
10, 1951, he has written 4 more letters to the prison 
authorities, the latest being on May 29, 1951 . BENITEZ 
stated that he has read all of these letters and that they 
reflect no change for the better in ALBIZO's condition • He 
said that in all of them, ALBIzU conplaine of attacks by 
electronic rays and poison gas . Re said that ALBIZV claims 
that the rays attack him principally at night and ALBIZV 
now refuses to sleep on a metal bed because he claims that 
these rays cause sparks which endanger his life . ALBIZV also 
reportedly claims that he is being burnt continually by these 
rays and that they are giving him violent continuous head- 
aches. BENITEZ further advised that on Hay 23, 1951, the 
guards at the District Jail found ALBIZV dressed in his best 
clothes and asked him what the occasion was, upon which 
AL El:-. U responded that he had dressed up because they were 
going to release him that day . 



BENITEZ further advised that ALBIZU, in a serious 
mann er s cl o ins that dn May 19 , 1951 , the electronic rays 
o MreatHfire at the District Jail and ALBIZU 
describes vividly the f lanes fro* this fire and the disaster 
whtcti if could have caused to the people of Puerto Rico -and 
to all humanity if the prison guards had not been very 
cooperative and helped put it out • BENITEZ stated that this 
incident is entirely imaginary. 

BENITEZ further advised that he and other employees 
from the Attorney General* s Office had recorded a 3-hour 
speech given by ALBIZU to explain the tomcats he was under- 
going from the electronic rays and poison gas , In this speech, 
ALBIZU a ade no criticism, of his handling by the Insular 
authorities, but claimed that all of his torments were being 
caused by " the Americans 

BEE ITEZ advised that it is the opinion of the In- 
sular Attorney General's Office that ALBIZU* s mental condition 
mill have no effect upon sentences already passed on him in 
Insulab Courts, but that it may have the effect of postponing 
his trial on charges of violation of Insular Law 53, 

The II A RIO DE PUERTO ICO, a daily Spanish language 
newspaper published in San Juan, in its May 29, 1951, issue 
‘Carries an annoiin cement by Attorney ANGEL CRUZ CRUZ, one of 
ALTJyU* s defense attorneys, to the effect that ALBIZU has 
requested him to make it known that he (aJBIaU) has absolute 
confidence in the doctors who have examined him in the Ban 
Juan District Jail . 

On May 28, 1951, a resolution was introduced in the 
Rouse of Representatives, Republic of Cuba, calling on the 
government of that country to attempt to obtain the conditional 
release of Albizu and his transfer to Cuba until such time as 
he has recovered his health. The resolution also desired 
that the Cuban government guarantee that Albi&u would be re- 
turned to Puerto Iico on demand of ■ the court in Puerto Rico, 

There has been no reaction to this resolution by 
the press in Cuba other than a comment by ' one In^Tish language 
newspaper which accused the Rouse of Representatives of 
meddling in the internal qf fairs of Puerto iico. 
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Resolution Introduced In Cuban House of Representative^— 
on May 28, 1951* calling on the government to attest (Qt 
to obtain the conditional release of ALBIZU CAMPOS ' " 

and his transfer to Cuba until such time as his health 
is restored, the government to guarantee his return to 
Puerto Rico .upon demand of the courts there. This 
followed publication of wire service items to effect 
that ALBIZU very 3J|1. JUAN JUARBE JUARBE, Secretary 
of Foreign Relations of Nationalist Party, published 
declarations in which he accused U. S. of being 
responsible for condition of.AmiZU* s health and 
alleged that it is kll a part of plot of U. S. to 
assassinate ALBIZU. On termination of VII Congress 
of the CTC, government sponsored labor union, on May 
31, 1951, it announced that it supported the resolution 
of the Cuban House of Representatives. Student organi- 
zation of the University of Havana issued a document 
demanding that ALBIZU be examined by a Committee of 
United Nations physicians and that he be allowed to 
proceed to Cuba .to obtain medical treatment. 
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Havana newspapers on May 27, 1951, carried wire service itel 
to the effect that PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS was mentally all and in general 
suffering from a poor state of health. These news items brought varying 
reactions which have been jjeported by ^Source T-l, of known reliability, in 
a report dated May 31, 195lV which report follows: 
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The Cuban House of Representatives passed a resolution on Kay 18 
on behalf of Puerto Rican nationalist leader PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, who was 
reported to be suffering from hallucinations in San Juan’s Jail* 

The resolution follows: 


"The House of Representatives of Cuba, taking into consideration 
the traditional friendship ties existing between Cuba, the United States of 
America and the people of Puerto Rico, and the very grave condition of the 
Puerto Rican patriot Dr. PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, subject today to penal 
jurisdiction in Puerto Rico due to the recent political events in that 
island; as a testimonial of interamerican cooperation and paying a tribute 
to the principle of Antillan solidarity. 


DECLARES 


That it is one aspiration of the people of Cuba that a formula 
be adopted by the Government of the Republic of Cuba, by virtue of which 
the conditional liberty of Dr. PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS can be obtained, and his 
transfer to the Republic of Cuba to attend to his cure, with provision that 
the Cuban government guarantee his presentation to the courts of Puerto 
Rico, if the health of the sick patriot should be restored, and at the 
request of said court. 

That, because of the urgency of the case, the present accord be 
adopted by this legislature today, with suspension of all reglamentary 
precepts. 


House of Representatives, May 28, 1951. 
nedyby majority and minority leaders: 



SPINOS, (P.R.C.)j (Democratic Party); 

iVAS, CLiberal Party) : JO^KmMA^fflwnANES, (Republican Party); 
JflHIY UJL±r"X5XODIL y (P.jbC. (Oj; ANIMI>ESCAIANTE, (P.S f E^; MARie^AIEOTE, 
(P.N.cC); J(®Ga^aRCI^WNTES, (P3.U.); ALBERTp^RA GOMES, (tfubanidad 
Party)." '* 


The VII Congress of the Cuban Confederation of Workers (CTC), 
government sponsored labor union, held May 28-31, 1951 in Havana also 
passed a resolution asking guarantees for ALBIZU CAMPOS and announced it 
supported the congressional resolution. 

All Cuban papers carried the news of ALBIZU* s failing health, and 
some had brief comments but without expressing too much concern. The 
Havana Post, however, had a violent item in the Spanish section of Sunday's 
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edition (May 27, 195L) defending ALBIZU, the man who ted been jailed several 
times because he fought for "the cause of the independence of his island." 

Excerpts of the article follow: 

"••••The news claim the greatest interest of all those in the 
Americas who feel sincerely the democratic ideals and the love for freedom, 
because it would not be strange that, not satisfied with having jailed him 
in prison. Governor MUNOZ WARIN should be preparing now the conditions to 
liquidate physically the man who, without claudications and with full 
renunciation of all advantages that his university titles and his talent 
might have reported him, has burned out his life fighting for the incorpora- 
tion of Puerto Eico to the concert of the free nations. 


"Against the menace that lurks behind the illustrious ALBIZU 
CAMPOS - whose political stature goes beyond the reduced limits of his 
island to become a figure deserving the continental respect and admiration - 

we must be vigilant That LUIS MUNOZ MARIN, that interested instrument 

of the potentates who want to maintain Puerto Eico in an eternal colonial 
postration - know that the independents t leader is not alone.... That his 
life is sacred! E^ough/tOLood already, MUNOZ MARIN!” 

JUA^niARB^^kRBE, Secretary of Foreign Relations of the 
Nationalist ftirty of Puerto Rico living in Havana, issued a long document 
explaining that ALBIZU contracted heart trouble in Atlanta Prison and '■ 
stomach ulcers in La Princesa Jail, in San Juan, accusing the United States 
of causing said ailments for lack of proper medical attention and diet. 


The document adds that even if ALBIZU dies the movement* for the 
liberation of the island will go on. It was published in the pro-Communist 
daily IA ULTIMA HCRA in full, and some papers simply carried a few para- 
graphs. 


The Federation of University Students (F.E.U.) of- the University 
of Havana also issued a document demanding that ALBIZU CAMPOS be examined 
by a committee of United Nations physicians and that he be allowed to proceed 
to Cuba to obtain medical treatment. 

Since source did not set forth in full the declarations nf JUARBE 
as published in Ultima Hora of May 29, 1951, it is desired^ to point out 
that JUARBE made reference to a previous communique issued by him in which 
he stated that on April 29, 1950, ttte then Secretary of Defense, LOUIS 
JOHNSON, had gone to Puerto Rico and had given orders tp Admiral BARBEX, 

Chief of the Tenth Naval District, Puerto Rico, to arrest AIBIZU CAMPOS, 
alive or dead, and td break up the Nationalist movement. JUARBE also said 
that in a press bulletin which he issued on July 24, 1950, he had pointed 
out that orders had been issued to assassinate AIBIZU. JUARBE then went on 

y 
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in his current declarations to allege that the present physical condition 
of AUBIZU is an a result of the plot of the United States to assassinate 
him. *' 


There ms little reaction in the local press to the Cuban Congress- 
ional resolution calling for the conditional release of AUBIZU* The English 
language newspaper “The Havana Herald" published an editorial in which it 
accused the Cuban Congress of meddling in the internal affairs of Puerto 
Rice. t 



recently when they appardfrat^TooKa ropm. together at the Hotel Ocean* It 
has not been possible to determi/fe whdjher they are married or were off on 
a personal escapade. PELEGRUJ^l^dj^RCIA. continues to reside at San 
Lazaro No. 1272. ' ^ 
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THE HAVANA OFFICE 


AT HAVANA, CUBA: Will continue to follow and report on the 
activities of Puerto Rican Nationalists in Havana* 






BKh'KRENCES 


Bureau cable to Havana dated June 1 , 1951 . 
Havana cable to Bureau dated June 2 , 1951 * 
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June 4, l 352 

FttSOKit -ASn Cm*tSXTItL 

HIS!>SeULmt6£l3t6tk : 


- tmmtm 
mnmon 
■y ASV1SSS BV * 


Honorable Oscar L . Chapman 
Secretary 9/ the Intertar 

ma him.§ ton, l% '#* 


My d#ar #*% Chapman t , . .... 

JT a* tre»*»<t«<nc » /or paur <n/»r- 

r' • --*«**«•• »/ Soseial Agent Robert 

r. Thernten dated May 22 , 1952 , at van Juan, Puerto - * 

f- * JMe&, ®Mcfc 'the .result* of cur inquiries 

concerning Redre^lhietU^Cawpes , who you mill recall 
l is the Presidihflif fife Waiffnal ist Party of Puerto 
l Rico. 


With assurances of my highest esteem and 
best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
s, Wear Boomer 
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\JtlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 




To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 5 # 1951 
irZ^ni/ 1/toIldiri^S^^C , SAN JUAN 

PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, IE-N. REUR RADIOGRAM MAY THIRTY-FIRST, 

LAST. LEGAL ATTACHE HAVANA HAS ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: RESOLUTION 

INTRODUCED IN CURRENT HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY TWENTY -EIGHT 
LAST CALLING ON GOVERNMENT TO ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN CONDITIONAL 
RELEASE OF ALBIZU AND HIS TRANSFER TO CUBA UNTIL SUCH TIKE AS HE HAS 
RECOVERED HIS HEALTH % THE GOVERNMENT TO GUARANTEE HIS RETURN TO 
PUERTO RICO ON DEMAND OF COURT THERE. NO REACTION IN LOCAL PRESS 
WITH EXCEPTION OF ONE ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER WHICH ACCUSED 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 1 MEDDLING IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF 
PUERTO RICO. ON TERMINATION VII CONGFESS OF CTC, GOVERNMENT 
APPROVED LABOR UNION; ON MAY THIRTY-FIRST, LAST, IT ANNOUNCED 
ITS SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION. I 
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DECODE OF A DOUBLE CODE CABLE NUMBER 161 FROM SIS NUMBER 
DATEO JUNE 2, 1951 AT HAVANA, CUBA, RECEIVED VIA THE STJ 
DEPARTMENT 

pedro %_bizu Campos, is-n. resolution introouceo in curre 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 28 LAST CALLING ON GOVERNMENT TO^f-/^ / 
ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN CONDITIONAL RELEASE OF ALBIZU AND HIS TRANSFER „ 

TO CU8A UNTIL SUCH TIME AS HEL HAS RECaVEBEn_l iiS HEALTH, THE 
GOVERNMENT TO GUARANTEE HIS RETURN TO PUERTO RICO ON DEMAND OF" 

COURT THERE. NO REACTION IN LOCAL PRESS WITH EXCEPTION OF ONE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER WHICH ACCUSED HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF MEDDLING IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF PUERTO RICO. ON TERMINATION 
VII CONGRESS OF CTC, GOVERNMENT APPROVED LABOR UNION, ON MAY 31 
LAST, IT ANNOUNCED IT'S SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION. THIS IN REPLY 
TO YOUR CABLE FIRST INSTANT./ 


{w. c. 


(RECEIVED 


3:12 P.M* 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic; ^ystems^^ ! 
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